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THE RESERVE FLEET 



THE ROYAL NAVY has from 
earliest limes maintained ships in re¬ 
serve with the object of being able to 
replace ships of the seagoing fleet 
which require repairs or long refits, 
and of having spare ships ready to be 
manned by the Naval Reserves—Royal 
Fleet Reserve. Royal Naval Reserve, 
and Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve— 
who would he called up on mobilisa¬ 
tion. 

When the war with Germany and 
Japan came to an end in 1945, the 
Royal Navy was six times its pre-war 
si/e. and as the release programme 
progressed, the majority of the ships 
in commission had to be paid-olf until 
the peace-time seagoing fleet was re¬ 
duced to the si/e we could alford to 
man with our post-war Navy. Those 
ships which were worn out or for 
various reasons would not be required 
in a future war were scrapped, but this 
left over 300 ships and major landing 
craft to be placed in reserve—the bulk 
of them being destroyers and frigates, 
ships hound to be badly needed for 
convoy and anti-submarine duties in 
any future struggle. 

The task of keeping these im¬ 
mobilised ships ready to be commis¬ 
sioned in the shortest possible time has 
obviously an importance second to 
none in the Naval Service and while 
the officers and ratings whose task it 
is arc denied the excitements and 
changes of scene that their opposite 
numbers in the seagoing fleets enjoy, 
they have the satisfaction of knowing 
that their work is absolutely essential 
to the Navy and that the power of the 
Navy to expand in the early days of a 
war depends on how they are fulfilling 
the trust that is placed in them. 


Changes Since 1939 

In 1939 we had a comparative! 
small Reserve Fleet which was main¬ 
tained in running order by consider¬ 
ably larger crews than arc allowed to 
ships in reserve today. Various in¬ 
evitable changes in the Navy since 1939 
have increased the proportion of bil¬ 
lets in shore service to those in sea¬ 
going ships, and it would he quite im¬ 
possible to provide crews on the 1939 
scale to the ships of the immcnscly 
largcr Reserve Fleet we have today. 

Two years ago a start was made to 
lay up ships in reserve in various com¬ 
mercial ports round the coasts, where 
they are dehumidified and economic¬ 
ally looked after by civilian shipbuild¬ 
ing firms. These ships arc dehumidified 
and so the amount of work required is 
small, and this redeployment scheme 
has resulted already in savings of 
several thousand officers and ratings 
who would otherwise have to be em¬ 
ployed looking after these ships in the 
Home Ports. 

Another important aspect of the 
work of the Reserve Fleet is that of 
taking over from their builders the 
many small craft now being delivered 

-coastal and inshore minesweepers, 
seaward defence boats and fast patrol 
boats of various types. The work of 
ferrying them from the builders to 
H.M.S. Diligence or Hornet, putting 


Ships of the Reserve Fleet are dispersed throughout all parts of Britain. 

some of the ships at Penarth 


Here is an unusual view of 


on board their armament and equip¬ 
ment and carrying out trials, and sub¬ 
sequently preserving those destined for 
reserve is all part of the Reserve Fleet's 
task. The old H.O.A.C. Flying-Boat 
Base on Southampton Water was com¬ 
missioned as H.M.S. Diligence for this 
purpose, while a section of H.M.S. 
Hornet deals with some of the craft. 

At present the Reserve Fleet is very 
short-handed, and the work is hard and 
often monotonous, hut there is a con¬ 
stant search for new and more efficient 
methods to save work and improve the 
preservation of the ships and their 
gear. Those who serve in the Reserve 
Fleet would much rather be getting 
ships ready for service than • lay ing 
them up in the state our forefathers 
called "in ordinary." but the impor¬ 
tance of the task is realised and there 
is plenty of determination to finish the 
job. 
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DRAFTING 

FORECAST 

Setui home regularly 

a copy of the 

COMMISSIONING 

PROGRAMME FOR THE 
NEXT SIX MONTHS 

‘NAVY NEWS’ 

THE FOLLOWING Portsmouth- 
manned ships arc expected to commis¬ 
sion during the next six months: 



For Gikirm. Service 


October 26. H.M.S. Charity (Medi¬ 
terranean/Home Fleet). 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICEi, 

December 1 : H.M.S. Agincourt 
(Mediterranean/Home Fleet): H.M.S. 

ROYAL NAVAL BARRACKS. 

Barrosa (Mediterranean/Home Fleet). 

PORTSMOUTH 

End December: H.M.S. Magpie 
i (Home Fleet/South Atlantic). 


End January : H.M.S. Sheffield 
(Mediterranean / Home Fleet). 

i Please post a copy of each issue of the ' Navy News' to: 

March: H.M.S. Morecambe Bay 
(Home Fleet /America and West Indies 
Station). 

: Name. 

End March: H.NI.S. Scorpion 
(Mediterranean/Home Fleet). 

| Address. 

Mid-April: H.M.S. Wrangler ( Home 
Fleet/Mediterranean): H.M.S. Wake¬ 
ful (Home Fleet/Mediterranean). 


For Foreign Service 

January : H.M.S. Concord (Far 
East). 

February 23: HALS. Newfoundland 
(Far East)! 

Fcbruarv: H.M.S. Wren (Persian 
Gulf). 

: / enclose herewith money order/poslal orderJcheque value 4/6, 

: being a subscription for 12 issues including postage. 
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NAVAL CLUBS 


Navy News 
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Rev. W. J. £. Trcicmu-Piftott. O.B.E.. R.N. 
Royal Naval Barracks. Portsmouth 
Tel.: Portsmouth 74571 (Eat. 2913) 


EIGHT YEARS ago the present orchestra or a talented solo instrumen- 
Quccn, then Princess Elizabeth, opened talist to present a period of quiet cntcr- 
thc Portsmouth N.A.A.F.I. Club, which tainment during the deadest part of the 
is located at Government House Site, day. He has the backing of the mixed 
Cambridge Junction. It was the first in Civilian and Services Club Committee, 
a chain of permanent N.A.A.FJ. Clubs The restaurant, which has an efficient 
planned for Service centres in Great self-service cafeteria, produces some 
Britain. 3.000 meals a week at prices averaging 

Portsmouth was picked as the home between Is. 6d. and 2s. 6d. The menu 
of the first permanent N.A.A.F.I. Club is varied and the standard is high. The 
because the need for a Services’ social manager's only complaint concerns the 
centre was particularly acute. The blitz reluctance of the majority of his 
had played havoc with existing off-duty patrons to try anything new in the 


Message from Flag 
Officer Commanding 
Reserve Fleet 

VICE-ADMIRAL J. W. M. EATON 
C.B., D.S.O.. D.S.C. 

"READY AYE Ready" has been the 
motto of the Royal Navy since its 
earliest days. This saying would be but 
a meaningless phrase were it not for the 
reserves of trained manpower, ships 
and material which enable the Active 
Fleet to expand rapidly into the large 
naval force required to protect our sea 
communications in time of war. 

The Reserve Fleet therefore has been 
a vital factor in the Navy's prepared¬ 
ness to fulfil its traditional role as the 
country's first line of defence, since the 
very beginning. Successive major wars 
have shown clearly how important it 
is for the Navy to maintain in reserve 
ships of all types, which can be com¬ 
missioned and brought info service 
shortly after the outbreak of hostilities. 

Today the Active Fleet has the back¬ 
ing of some 300 ships in maintained 
reserve. They vary in type from battle¬ 
ships to small inshore minesweepers 
and arc berthed at ports all over Great 
Britain, in Northern Ireland and at 
bases abroad. 

Since the last war, the shortage of 
manpower has led us to develop new 
techniques in the maintenance of our 
ships in reserve. Some of these tech¬ 
niques, for which officers and men arc 
specially trained, arc illustrated in this 
edition of Navy News. Ships to which 
these techniques have been applied arc 
berthed in commercial ports, where 
they arc maintained by civilian labour 
with naval technical assistance. This 
disposition of the Fleet provides em¬ 
ployment for any surplus labour in the 
port areas and in addition ensures some 
degree of dispersal of its units, in the 
event of heavy air attacks at the out¬ 
break of war. 

Finally the task of maintaining ships 
in a proper state of reserve has never 
been easy. It is certainly no easier today 
owing to the technical complexity of 
the modern warship. The efficient main¬ 
tenance of the Reserve Fleet of the 
present day calls for a high degree of 
technical knowledge, unremitting zeal 
and a great capacity for hard work. 


amenities for ratings and Wrens, and in culinary line. Egg and chips, sac 
1946, when Portsmouth still contained and chips, steak and chips, with 
a heavy Services population, the fine usual variations, still form the bu; 
new Club, with its restaurant, tavern, the orders, 
lounges.- games room, ballroom, bar- The games room, equipped with 
ber's shop, shower baths and W.V.S. full-sized billiards tables and a t; 
Information Bureau, formed a Forces' tennis table, is seldom, if ever, unc 
social centre that was without equal in pied and there is often a waiting lis 
the land. These comfortable lounges and 

In post-war years the reduction in reading and writing room arc havei 
the strength of Navy personnel in and rest for many a tired sailor or W 
around Portsmouth has brought about Visit them at any time during 
a gradual change in the function of the Club's opening hours—from 10 a.r 
Club. It is no longer a casual calling 10.30 p.m.—and you will find a : 
place for the sailor with a few hours to tcring of sailors, or soldiers, cert: 
spare, but a real Service Club with one or two Wrens and Wracs and 
regular members and an atmosphere of sibly an airman or two taking their 
good fellowship and comfort. The in the deep armchairs or silting 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF'S MIAS ACE TO COMMAND 


On my arrival at Portsmouth I send my good wishes to nil hands in my new 
command. I shall look forward to seeing you all in your own ships and establish¬ 
ments in the near future. 


good fellowship and comfort, 
social side has increased enormously writing table. 

and is still growing. The nightly dances When Queen Elizabeth opened the 
and the fortnightly gala nights have Portsmouth Club she described it as a 
strained the ballroom capacity to its Club of which every member might 
limits, and work has now begun on well be proud. Her Majesty added: 
alterations that will nearly double the "In a traditional Service centre such as 
floor area. Portsmouth the N.A.A.F.I. Club is 

Mr. Sayers, the urbane Club man- assured of a long, busy and useful life, 
ager, has already organised, with con- ... It will remain a permanent feature 
sidcrablc success, Sunday afternoon of this great city.” 
musical sessions, providing a small R. D. McB. 


Nearly Time Expired? 


Then make the most of your training 
Join the 


COASTAL FORCES WAR 
MEMORIAL 


ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY 


You get your R.N. rating and full pay on leaving the U.K. Pay 
is high. Family allowance for each child is 10/- a week from 
date of arrival in New Zealand. Your family travel out free! 
First engagement 6 years. Good superannuation or gratuity. 


ON FRIDAY, September 17. at 3 p.m. cause we couldn't bear our happier 
during a brief spell of fine weather with memories. We can remember our men; 
only a few gusts of wind which in no remember 'the little ships' in which 
way marred the ceremony, the Coastal they went to sea; remember their cour- 
Forccs War Memorial was unveiled by age and endurance; their gaiety; even 
Mrs. Catherine Hichcns. widow of their failings; we can remember 
Lieut.-Cdr. R. F. Hichens. D.S.O. and proudly and happily all they had to 
bar. D.S.C. and bar. R.N.V.R.. and give us and their country. 


EDITORIAL 


IMMEDIATE VACANCIES FOR 


EVERY NEWSPAPER is launched in 
the hope that it will attain a degree of 
permanency. It is, however, in the 
fourth and fifth months that it usually 
encounters real criticism, a slowing 
down of its initial impetus, and a fall¬ 
ing away of its supporters. If it can prescncc of thc c . jn . c . 

survive thc live months, it is reasonably and many relations and old members 
safe to suppose that thc newspaper will of Coastal Forces, 
be established permanently. 

Navy News, sponsored by a few en- j fcc , ms inIjmatc an j homely. Many ; _ u al _ 

thusiusts. has endeavoured to present people remarked afterwards how'well j hoy buglers from H.M.S. St. Vincent 
to the Navy every item of news truth- **"- •*— • -* *-• 

fully and without partiality. Judging 
from thc many letters that we have re¬ 
ceived. that policy has been endorsed 
fully by our readers and contributors. 

Enough copy pours in to fill two issues 
for every one published. Sales have in¬ 
creased each month, and our circula¬ 
tion is now greater than we ever 
thought possible. 

We arc grateful to thc welfare com¬ 
mittees of H.M.S. Vanguard and Per¬ 
seus. who. as a mark of their apprecia¬ 
tion, have generously given us gifts of 
£20 and £10, 

So — greatly encouraged by thc 
tremendous response of all in thc Com¬ 
mand—we present yet another issue, 
confident that Navy News is here to 
stay. 


Leading Seamen 
Signalmen 

Engine Room Artificers 
Stoker Mechanics 
Radio Electrical Artificers 
Leading Radio Electricians 1 
Mates 

Ordnance Artificers 
Stores Assistants 
Mechanicians 


Able Seamen 
Telegraphists 
Leading Stoker Mechanics 
Electrical Artificers 
Electricians’ Mates, 1st Class 
Radio Electricians’ Mates, 
1st Class 

Shipwright Artificers 
Stewards 
Leading Cooks (S) 

If you are under 40 and will soon be released from thc R.N. 

APPLY NOW 


... We must 

dedicated by thc Venerable Arch- remember, too. those who gave, not 
deacon F. N. Chamberlain. Chaplain their lives, but their limbs; they and 
of thc Fleet, assisted by the Rev. Owen theirs may well have suffered more. I 
Roebuck. Chaplain of thc Church of would like to finish with a slightly 
Scotland and Free Churches, in thc altered quotation of my husband's own 
presence of the C.-in-C., Portsmouth, words to describe his feelings after 

attending thc funeral of some of his 
own men killed in a similar action: 
The service was short and simple. 'We fight on. Our loved ones arc at 
and thc whole atmosphere, one could peace.' ” 

Thc “I^ist Post” was sounded by six 

this' reflected thc spirit of Coastal The memoriai“was‘ ’then'dedicated'bv 

Forces. Everyone really joined in. ,h c Chaplain of thc Fleet and the 

heart as well as voice, in the familiar • Reveille" sounded and a wreath laid 
hymns and simple prayers. by Mrs. Hichcns. 

At the conclusion of thc service 
Mrs. Hichens. after a short speech , h . •. h rd 

which is worth reporting in full. She c5,;,k » r n 

said: "My sons and I arc deeply con- 

^mv husfcnd" n memorv InSfme Son! b? Cdr. Gundersell.'FLNor.N 
o unveil ,h s n me^ria°l^]o'Sl“hc S«d two "" !^ lf ‘ lf "! c 

of the Coastal Forces. Eleven years ^ £?/' 

ago our Captain came to tell me of my b £h^f 

husband's death after an action in Fu d . r ',^ Ud ' r ' , R ^. n N " f °"t^ol® 
which, though contact with thc cncmv ij} c 1 t,°^? ccr | S ,?, nd m ' n c °^ , 
had been broken off and victory 

achieved, my husband had been hit by _ ln mcmor > °. f "V . f "' nds „ ,n Co ? s, ‘ l1 
a stray shell and others in the cockpit Forccs ' “l™a y Hitch ; and by 
wounded. He said to me: 'You won't ^, rs Snook In grateful memory, 
believe me now. but time is a great Flcc ' Mai1 0fr ' ccr - Portland. 1942-43. 
healer.' Today 1 realise how true his Perhaps the whole atmosphere was 
words were. Now. because sufficient best shown by thc four sailors resting 
time has elapsed we can forget thc on their arms reversed at each corner 
dumb pain we all suffered: the vacuum typifying the simple praycrfulncss yet 
into which we all put our minds be- dignity of thc occasion. 


Complete coupon and post in unsealed envelope with IJd. stamp 


.To: Royal New Zealand Navy Headquarters' 

Dept. NN. The Adelphl. London, W.C.2 
Please send details and application form to: 

Name . 


Address 


Expected date of R.N. discharge. 
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Have YOU a personal problem? 


A.F.O. is that ratings will be issued 
on loan one pillow and two pillow 
covers which will be returned when 
they leave the ship. 

General Service Commissions 
—Leave Arrangements 

A.F.O. 2458/54: This A.F.O. sets out 
the details of the policy regarding leave 
scales whilst serving on a General Ser¬ 
vice Commission. It is intended, in 
general, that the existing leave scales 
should continue. 

The proposals, briefly, arc that if 
proceeding overseas and no leave has 
been taken for more than 28 days men 
will be granted, as far as is possible, 
seven days' advanced General Service 
Commission leave prior to commis¬ 
sioning. or proceeding overseas if 
United Kingdom service makes up the 
first part of a General Service Cotn- 
. mission. This seven days will be 

lyment for rat- meeting of the Headquarters Naval deducted from the entitlement of 54 
details may be Canteen Committee, held on July 23. days' leave due during a General Scr- 
1954. the minutes of which have been vice Commission. Two thirds of this 
distributed to ships' companies' notice- leave, i.c.. 36 days, will be granted 
boards. within the commission. For example, 

nded the free New-Type Hammock whilsl within <hc Home Fleet 14 days' 

pyjamas to all a FO 240’/M described the intro- season ? 1 Ic '? vc a ! Chns, 0? as and sunl ‘ 

&sesse±z EgBSS — 

. the mattress to go with it. will be longer ... ' , _ . . 

' Na ' y than the present hammock and will be , Hus Fleet Order has been reprinted 

cd that certain lined with two canvas tunnels to take "I£ notice-boards and merits study by 
E.R.A.. writer the camp bed metal fittings when re- and men. 

were invited to quired. The longer mattress will also 
instructors with be suitable for use in the portable bed 

v y- .. bunks which arc being fitted in certain __ 

:d a list of rat- ships such as Hermes class and Victori- SH001l\(l 01' \F\Y FIIM 
to the Royal ous on modernisation. The existing pat- Ul 1 

amplction ol a tern of camp bed will eventually be- |]\j 1*11111X1101111 

-ales of pay and come obsolete and will be replaced by 111 1 IiWlUUIH 

framework Tor'a hS"* COn,PriSi " B AP ^ 0 A A , L (hc 


A.F.Os. of Interest 


ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


New Pay Procedure prisoners of war in Japanese hands. 

A.F.O. 1763/54 announced the intro- Those likely to be concerned should 
duction of a full-scale trial throughout *‘M d y <h'S A.F.O.. which has been rc- 
thc Fleet, of certain modifications to printed for notice-boards, 
the present naval pay accounting sys¬ 
tem. to start on October 1, 1954. This 
A.F.O. gives accounting directions, the 
effect of which upon the rating will be 
primarily that he will receive at the be¬ 
ginning of each quarter a single sheet 
showing particulars of his pay during 
the previous quarter, or if he joined 
during the quarter from the date of his 
joining the ship. This trial is the first 
stage in an endeavour to reduce delay 
in a man's pay documents accompany¬ 
ing him when on draft, and to associate 
personnel more closely with particulars 
of their own accounts. Certain other 
small changes to introduce a uniform 
system of fortnightly 
ings arc also projcctei 
expected later. 


He Married an American lather’s property exceeded £100, you 
Some years ago, when in a ship which should visit a solicitor and ask him to 
visited the States. 1 married an Amcri- take up Letters of Admmistralion. 
can girl. After returning to the United "dhout which neither you nor your 
Kingdom. 1 arranged for her to come brothers and sisters will he able to deal 
over here. She came, but didn’t like M 'im estate. 

Scotland and without any warning she 

returned to the U.S.A. Admiralty Hiring Scheme 

I have now received papers about a C ould you , c || mc why my busbam ] 
divorce which she has started in Vir- cannol e | igiblc for thc Admira | t y 
gima. If she succeeds, will 1 be free to Hjring Scheme. just t^ausc h e is 
marry someone else. under 21, when he can go to sea and 

Answer: Unfortunately, any divorce war and get killed before he is 21? My 
which your wife obtains in Virginia husband was at Greenwich Naval 
will not be valid in Scotland, and / am School from thc age of 11 to 15. then 
afraid that if you married again you entered thc Boy Seaman Branch. He 
would be guilty of bigamy. has signed on for 12 years’ continuous 

/ gather you are a Scotsman and service, and hopes to do 22 years, but 
therefore if Scotland is your permanent this age limit docs not encourage him. 
home you are domiciled there. Accord- You see it also applies to his going 
ing to Scottish law. only the country abroad—1 am not allowed to go with 
where the husband is domiciled has him until 1 am 21. 
jurisdiction in divorce. Is this age limit necessary, when it 

The only advice / can give you is if docs not apply to thc Air Force? 
your wife marries again, her marriage Answer: Please don’t think me iin- 
would be bigamous, and if the sv „ lpa ,helic. hut the fairest answer I 
marriage is consummated, her conduct can give yoll is , h cse ndes ahoul 
adulterous. If you have evidence of eligibility for hirings and free passages 
tins, you can divorce her on grounds j la j been worked out and puh- 

°f adultery. licly announced before your wedding. 

On the other hand, if your wife does anJ so volir husband must have known 
not marry ogam, you should endeavour of wh en he decided that the two 
to get her to re/om you. as the Scot- nf you cou , d „g ord gel married, 
“■'h Courts require you to make an , K ,, /; know ,,ow disappointing for 
effort to adhere to your wife. young married people is anything 

I am of the opinion that the Scottish w fiich prevents them having as much 
Courts would regard the attempt of p 0ss ib!e together, but I am sure 

your wife to obtain a divorce in Vir- d cannol be long before your husband 
gima as an act of desertion. reaches the age of 21 and you can bene- 

fit from the many concessions which 
Is lie the Heir . the Admiralty has announced since the 

My father died 12 months ago. I am „. ar . Don't forget the officers' wives 
the eldest son and always thought that have to wait until their husbands are 
thc eldest son was the heir by the law, much older before they can benefit 
and so entitled to succeed to the from these schemes! 
father's property. My mother is dead. There is one small point which you 
but I have four brothers and sisters and have misunderstooil. Your own age has 
my father did not leave a will. My IW effect upon eligibility for a free 
brothers and sisters refuse to let mc passage abroad: it is your husbands 
have the insurance monies. National age that matters. 

Savings certificates and furniture which / haven't been able to get any official 
my father left. What is the position, information about the R.A.F.. hut I 
please? fiiul it difficult to believe that it's 

Answer: I am not at all surprised by different in that Service from the Navy, 
the attitude adopted by your brothers Before finishing my answer to you. 
and sisters. There is no such thing as may / add how glad I am to hear that 
an heir by the law on intestacy in these your husband hopes to do 22 years in 
modern times. As your father did not the Service. You keep his ambitions up 
leave a will, lie died intestate and his and get him to advance himself, for 
estate is divided equally between you there's plenty of scope for him to make 
and your brothers and sisters. If your a jolly good future for you both. 


AS A PROFESSIONAL motorist who 
earns his bread and butler in thc motor 
trade, and who unfortunately has a 
daily journey of 20 miles each way to 
his work, usually in a hurry, your 
motoring correspondent has ample 
opportunity to criticise his fellow 
motorists and. incidentally, himself, 
when, as is inevitable, lie makes an 
occasional mistake. Although not a 
speed merchant, lie is nevertheless not 
in thc habit of wasting time on thc 
road, and like many fast drivers, is 
fairly easily irritated by repeated 
baulking. It is rather interesting, there¬ 
fore. to study thc reasons for some of 
this baulking, some of which arc all too 
obvious. 

Hand Wagging 

The most irritating person on the 
road in my opinion is the careful driver 
—often in a small 10 h.p. car—keeping 
to a steady 30-35 m.p.h. on the open 
road and conscientiously signalling his 
every intention. Like most fast drivers, 
1 always react the same and mutter to 
myself inwardly: "For Pete's sake stop 
wagging your hand and get on with 
your driving." The latest example I met 
very recently when I came up behind 
an old Hillman Minx. I was repeatedly 
unable to get through owing to the 
charming driver holding to the centre 
of thc road, but after a while became 
somewhat amused. Every few moments 
on absolutely every occasion that she 
overtook stationary cars, cyclists, 
pedestrians, animals, and so on, a 
dainty white-gloved hand appeared 
near thc top of the driver's door poking 
out of an almost closed window. No 
doubt she thought she was driving im¬ 
peccably. although in fact not one of 
her signals was necessary since the cir¬ 
cumstances were obvious. 

Thc "turning right" signal with thc 
right arm extended horizontally is a 
signal very frequently abused. Its main 
use apparently is to indicate that one 
is pulling out to overtake, which can 
be quite a snare for the driver in the 
rear. I have frequently been misled 
by this signal, especially when it has 
been given approaching a right-hand 
turning. Like many drivers 1 usually 
pull into the left to pass on the inside 


What is thc good old flotilla 
custom that has come right back 

into wardroom and club popularity? Requesting Plymouth's 
Company— with pink, tonic, vermouth, squash or just plain 
water! Plymouth, the Navy’s own gin, is right back to pre¬ 
war perfection. R.P.C. at thc R.N.V.R. Club or any good bar. 


volvcd. I have recently discovered a It has. however, now- 
very useful powder which definitely that widows and childi 
cuts doWn the amount of elbow grease and ratings who die aftci 
required. Thc stuff is called "Pow- who arc eligible for an 
deriz," and I can vouch for its cflici- pension may be awardc 
ency. It is not readily obtainable but eligible under the Force 
if anyone cares to drop me a line c/o sions School, an “ordi 
Navy Nkws. with a postal order supplement in respect c 
for 5s. 8d.. I will be quite prepared to or rating's service on a s 
obtain it for them. in thc A.F.O. 


PLYMOUTH 


Dates to Remember 

Thc International Motor Car Show, 
Earl's Court. October 20 to October 


A. E. Marsh. 


COSTS SO MORE THAN ORDINARY GIN 
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W.H.X.S. NOTES ... 


Visit of the Commander-In-Chief, 

I’ortsmouth, to M.M-S. Mercury 
THE COMMANDER - IN - CHIEF. 
I’ortsmouth. Admiral Sir John 
Fdclstcn. G.C.V.O.. G.C.B.. C.B.E., 
paid a farewell visit to H.M.S. Mercury 
on Friday. September 10. He took the 
silutc at a parade of the ship's com¬ 
pany. which included three NV.R.N.S. 
Divisions, and afterwards gave an 
address. 

Tennis Court—Duchess of Kent 
Barracks 

The hard tennis court recently con¬ 
structed in the Duchess of Kent Bar¬ 
racks is now complete. This work has 
been made possible by a very gener¬ 
ous grant from the Nuffield Trust for 
H.M. Forces of the Crown. 

A letter of thanks from representa¬ 
tives of the Service has been sent to 
laird Nuffield. 

An inscribed plaque is to he erected 
at the entrance to the court as a 
permanent record of this gift. 

W’.R.N.S. Bents olent Trust 

A collection was taken on Septem¬ 
ber 2 throughout the NV.R.N.S. Unit 
at the Royal Marines Barracks. East- 
ney. The sum realised amounted to 
O 3s. 6d.. which was forwarded to the 
lion. Secretary for the Portsmouth 
Command. 

Scottish Country Dancing 

I’hc autumn session commenced on 
Monday. August 30. under the super¬ 
vision of Sub-Lieut. (S) B. I. D. 
Stranach. R.N. The dance is held 
on Mondays in the recreation room. 
Duchess of Kent Barracks. The room 
is spacious and comfortably holds 80 
to I(X) energetic dancers. 

An invitation has been extended to 
the R.N. personnel in Victoria Bar- 
lacks to attend every week. 

rhe main object is to combine the 
teaching of new dances with the pleas¬ 
ure of a social evening. Our gratitude 
is expressed through the medium of 
this column to Sub-Lieut. Stranach for 
all his help. 

Music Circle 

The first of a scries of gramophone 
record recitals, chosen by Coder (Ed) 
H. A. Nisbelt. took place on Thurs¬ 
day. September 9. Coder Nisbctt has 
kindly consented to assist with the 
selection of the programmes until 
Christmas. 

Guc.ts were invited from Victoria 
Barracks. The numbers attending far 
exceeded those expected. It is hoped 
that this is indicative of a genuine in¬ 
terest in classical music. From lime 
to time those attending will be given 
the opportunity of choosing their own 
programmes. 

Coffee is served during the interval 
by the Wrens. The help given with 
I he washing-up by the guests has been 
very much appreciated. 


Erratum to the September Edition of 
this Paper 

Higher Education Test. First sen¬ 
tence. Substitute: "The next examina¬ 
tion will be held in October. 1954.” 

Handicrafts 

_ Classes are held in the Duchess of 
Kent Barracks three afternoons and 
three evenings a week. 

During the past month many stool 
frames have been fitted with woven sea 
grass scats. For most this is a first 
attempt. The process is straight¬ 
forward but hard on the hands. The 
results so far have proved well worth 
the effort and attractive in design. 

Lcathcrwork is becoming increas¬ 
ingly popular. A variety of shopping 
bags, handbags, wallets, purses and 
the fashionable bucket bag can be seen 
in the process of being made. 

Wren Wilkinson is able to tat. and 
has made several pretty mats. She has 
expressed her willingness to show any¬ 
one interested the basic stitches. 
Dainty vet strong edges can be made 
for table mats, handkerchiefs and 
lingerie. All that is needed is a shuttle 
and crochet hook. and. of course, 
patience. 

Two small weaving looms arc 
available for anyone who would like 
to weave a scarf. A beginner would 
need to be prepared to spend a maxi¬ 
mum of eight hours on a first scarf. 
Hand-woven scarves, with knitted 
mittens or gloves to match, in bright 
colours, make a most acceptable 
Christmas present for both young 
children and the more fashion-con¬ 
scious adults. 

A handicraft exhibition is being 
arranged to lake place towards the end 
of November when the work of the 
W.R.N.S. in the Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand will be displayed. 

W.R.N.S. Officers 

Third Officer P. A. Newton has 
relieved Second Officer R. S. I. 
Gregory as Command W.R.N.S. 
Sports Officer. Third Officer M. A. 
Adamson has joined additional. 

Chief Petty Officers and Petty Officers 

Attention is drawn to A.F.O. 
2192/54. which states that Chiefs and 
confirmed Petty Officers arc to provide 
themselves with a No. 1 Dress. When 
certified by their Divisional Officers to 
he in possession of this dress the ratings 
concerned arc to be credited with a 
gratuity of £6 to cover the excess cost 
of the initial provision of a cloth suit 
as compared with the cost of a serge 
suit at Fleet Issuing Prices. 

W.R.N.V.R. Officers 

An administrative course for proba¬ 
tionary Third Officers was held in the 
Duchess of Kent Barracks from Mon¬ 
day. September 6 to 18, inclusive. 


Farewell to Lady Edelsten 


THE FRIENDLY face and warming 
smile of Lady Edelsten will be known 
to thousands of the Navy's officers and 
men- as well as to great numbers of 
local citi/cns after the two years dur¬ 
ing which she has lived amongst us 
whilst Admiral Sir John Edelsten has 
held the Portsmouth Command. 
Admiral Sir John Edelsten. before he 
left Portsmouth, received remarkable 
expressions of regard and affection, 
and there can be no doubt that these 
were due to the cheerful and conscien¬ 
tious way in which he has fulfilled his 
functions as Commander-in-Chicf and 
the great personal interest he has shown 
in the great variety of naval activities 
under his administration. 

Lady Edelsten. no less than the 
Admiral, has devoted herself with the 
same qualities of a warm and human 
interest to the many welfare and social 
activities of the port and of the Com¬ 
mand. It is these activities which bring 
real and practical help to the man in 
need and to his family, and they in 
their turn rely on the active and vigor¬ 
ous support which they have received 
from Admiralty House. 

Anyone associated with the Royal 
Naval and Royal Marine Children's 
Home, the Royal Naval and Royal 
Marine Maternity Home, the Services 
House, the Drop-in Club and the 
Royal Naval Friendly Union of 
Sailors' Wives will speak with apprec¬ 
iation of Lady Edelstcn's concern for 
their advancement and well-being. 

She has for some time run a fort¬ 
nightly sewing party of the Southsca 
branch of the Royal Naval Friendly 
Union of Sailors' Wives in Admiralty 
House and is far from content with 
looking on. but takes a full part in 
demonstrating the skill of the seam¬ 
stress. He own remarkable artistic 
flair and instinctive good taste have 
brought pleasure and benefit to every-1 
body. She also attends the monthly i 
afternoon meetings of the Royal Naval I 
Friendly Union of Sailors' Wives in 
Fratton Road, entering fully into the 
spirit of proceedings. 

The success of the Drop-in Club and 
its free and informal atmosphere arc- 
known to have been a source of much 
pleasure to her. and she has taken an 
equally great and active interest in the 
Under Five Club, where the welfare of 
the children makes the best contribu¬ 
tion to help their mothers. 

The King George V Fund for 
Sailors and the Royal Naval Benevo¬ 



lent Trust and Mrs. Currcy's activities 
for Dame Agnes Weston's Sailors' 
Rest and the accommodation which 
she has organised for sailors' families 
have also received Lady Edelstcn's 
strong support. In the organisation of 
flag days, dances and dress parades for 
the King George V Fund, a substantial 
share of the work has been undertaken 
by Lady Edelsten personally, and dur¬ 
ing flag days she has always been 
active herself, supervising the organisa¬ 
tion at the headquarters tent on the 
Hard. 

These things arc but tokens of her 
sympathy and natural warm-hearted 
care for the things which she believes 
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PRINTER8 • STATIONERS • BOOKSELLERS and PUBLISHERS 


omn:n tor n 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

HOW! 

Folder of specimens and price list sent on application 


NELSON HOUSE 
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WHOLESALERS OF TOYS & STATIONERY 
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48 FRATTON ROAD 


PORTSMOUTH 


PARADE OF FASHION 
ON THE 17th of last month a parade 
of fashion was presented at the Savoy 
Ballroom. Southsca. by Messrs. Hand- 
leys. of Southsca. This show, under 
the patronage of Lady Edelsten. was 
in aid of King George's Fund for 
Sailors, to which the entire proceeds 
were devoted. 

Packed audiences at both showings 
were absorbed in the latest trends of 
colour and design. Among the fabrics, 
woollens predominated, with wonder¬ 
ful examples of tweed. This seems to 
lend itself particularly to the peacock 
blue, deep red and rich green of 
stained-glass windows. 

Many models had the dropped 
waistline, with the interest carried 
round to the back, often to a swing¬ 
ing panel. Hats were described as com¬ 
fortable, head - hugging and easy to 
wear. One charming dress was in grey 
tweed, beautifully cut to show a 
cherry stripe in the pleated skirt. We 
particularly liked the colour contrast 
of light-tan hat and emerald gloves 
worn with a grev ensemble. 

The lace evening gowns evoked the 
most applause. Silk jersey, in emerald 
green, was draped in a grccian style to 
make one of the most inexpensive and 
becoming dinner gowns. 

BEAUTY TREATMENT 
CHILDREN ARE back at school 
again and housewives have been busy- 
cleaning house and generally tidying 
up. What about spending a little time 
on yourself now? If you can get a 
friend to share the session, so much 
the better. 

Although we certainly were not 
blessed with much sunshine this sum¬ 
mer. most of us seemed to acquire a 
tan. which has now faded into a 
rather sickly yellow. It's surprising 
what can be achieved by lemon juice 
judiciously applied to the neck where 
the tan obstinately refuses to fade. In¬ 
dulge in a face mask, and while it's 
drying, rest with two pads of witch 
hazel over the eyes. Trim away any 
straggling hairs from your eyebrows 
and reshape your nails. 

Treat your hair to an oil bath. Be- 

-.- you wash it. part the strands and 


rub in pure olive oil. moving the scalp 
about with your fingers. Use a good 
soaplcss shampoo and finish with a 
lemon rinse, or try one of the colour 
rinses they're fun. and can high-light 
your hair quite surprisingly. 

RECIPE 

HAVE YOU a favourite supper dish? 
We invite you to send us the recipe, 
and offer a prize to the value of 
10s. 6d. Address your entries: "Recipe. 
Woman's Page Editor. Portsmouth 
Navy News, R.N. Barracks. Ports¬ 
mouth.” 

We welcome letters at any time, so 
if you'd like to air your views in 
print, write to us about topics con¬ 
nected with dress, food, children, etc. 

ROYAI. NAVAL FRIENDLY 
UNION OF SAILORS' WIVES 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN is 
Patron of the R.N.F.U.S.W.. which 
was formed 61 years ago to promote 
friendship among all naval and Royal 
Marine wives, to encourage and or¬ 
ganise social, recreational and in¬ 
structional activities for wives in 
ports, to assist the official welfare 
organisations in any way possible, and 
to give practical help where needed. 

There arc 14 branches at present, 
most of whom meet monthly for tea. 
with some sort of friendly activity 
such as a beetle drive, brains trust, 
bring-and-buy sale or an outing. Many 
friendships have been formed by meet¬ 
ing at these parties, and much loneli¬ 
ness and boredom overcome by taking 
an active part in helping at them, 
especially for wives whose husbands 
are away from home, at sea or on 
foreign service. 

Annual subscriptions of 2s. 6d. from 
officers' wives and Is. from all other 
members arc to help towards the 
working expenses of the union. 

Information regarding the meetings 
of the four Portsmouth branches can 
be obtained from the honorary secre¬ 
taries : 

North End. — Mrs. Hussey, 45a 
Fcsting Road. Southsca. (Phone: 
33312.) 

HALS. Vernon. —Mrs. G. A. G. 
Williams. 46 l.owcav Road, Southsca. 
(Phone: 31926.) 


arc important in a society where we all 
need to depend on each other. She will 
probably take as for granted her 
attitude towards them, but it is 
important that nobody else should do 
so. They are done with unselfishness 
which should be a model to all in the 
midst of a busy life, where there arc 
unceasing demands in the assistance to 
her husband of his duties and in the 
day-to-day conduct of a home as busy 
and hospitable as Admiralty House, 
Portsmouth. 

We would wish her. with the Com- 
mandcr-in-Chicf. every good fortune 
and every happiness in the rest so richly 
earned on retirement. 

.Southsca. — Mrs. Robertson-Mac- 
Donald, 21 Clarence Road. Southsca. 
(Phone: 31839.) 

Gosport and Farchani. — Mrs. 
Thomas. "Grayshott," Anglesey Road, 
Alvcrstokc. (Phone : 8796.) 

ILMA. VERNON BRANCH 

Wednesday, October 6. — Sewing 
meeting in Wardroom Annexe, H.M.S. 
Vernon, 2 to 4.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 20. — Sewing 
meeting, to make articles for sale of 
work on November 8. in Wardroom 
Annexe, H.M.S. Vernon, 2 to 4.30 
p.m. 

Wednesday. October 27. — H.M.S. 
Vernon Branch. Royal Naval Friendly 
Union Sailors' Wives' monthly meet¬ 
ing. brains trust organised by 
l./Cdr. Jessup, in Wardroom Annexe, 
H.M.S. Vernon. 2.15 to 4.15 p.m. 
Wives of officers and ratings who are 
serving or have ever served in H.M.S. 
Vernon very welcome. 

SOUTHSEA BRANCH 

AFTER THE annual recess during the 
holiday month of August, the South- 
sea Branch of the R.N.F.U.S.W. re¬ 
turned with renewed vigour to their 
meeting on September 13. which took 
the form of a beetle drive. 

On show at this meeting was a 
present for Lady Edelsten. lor which 
members subscribed in appreciation 
of her help and advice to the branch. 
There was also a present for Mrs. 
John Smith from the members in 
recognition of her work as secretary 
during the past year. 

Several members are going to the 
annual general meeting of the 
R.N.F.U.S.W. in London on Septem¬ 
ber 29. and there is a varied and 
interesting programme ahead for the 
winter months. This includes a sale of 
work in November, a Christmas party 
and outings to London and Brighton 
in December, and a dance in January. 

The next meeting will be at For¬ 
resters' Hall on Monday. October II. 
at 2.15 p.m., when there will be a talk 
on "Old Portsmouth" by Mr. J. R. 
Sturgcss. Any wives who wish to join 
will be welcome to come to the meet¬ 
ing, and. of course, applications for 
information or membership can be 
made at any time to the Hon. Secre¬ 
tary. R.N.F.U.S.W.. c/o Commander- 
in-Chief, Portsmouth. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Sir.—M any thanks for your letter 
stating that you would be glad to re¬ 
ceive my copy for the next issue of the 
Navy News. 

I have already made two attempts 
to send copy to you. but as there has 
been nothing in the News. I can only 
assume that it has gone adrift on its 
way to U.K. Still, they say third time 
lucky, so I hope that this one w ill reach 
you. 

As an introduction I would like to 

say that H.M.S. Chaplet is attached .. LM ,. amil .... ... 

t° the 1st D.S. Mediterranean Fleet as libraries arc my intimate friends. Thcv 
a minelayer cum destroyer, and I an j | have lurked together, modestly 
might add that we arc considered the retiring from the too public gaze at 
crack ship of the 1st l).S. (for H.M.S. Rounds. Let me mention, then, only a 
Comet’s benefit). few recent arrivals I have cnioscd. 


tainly prevent my submitting it to such THIS MONTH there is really excel- A VERY important commitment and ratings from List II of the Royal 
a fearsome indignity. I shall continue | cm nc ws. for the building of both undertaken by the Reserve Fleet and Naval Volunteer Reserve. During their 
to hope that a firearm or a policeman officers’ and ratings’ houses has started. onc which is not generally appreciated, first week, they arc kitted-up and told 
will always be at hand should a rcle- These arc the first two sites, but it will is the training of officers and ratings the ’’Laws of the Navy." The Royal 
vant emergency arise. not he long before a start is made at from the Sea Cadet Corps. Royal Naval Reserves arc then drafted to the 

some of the other sites. Naval Reserve and Royal Naval Home Fleet Training Squadron fora 

The ratings’ site is the larger and is Volunteer Reserve in short courses in week’s further training. The Royal 
at Paulsgrovc. on the lower slopes of seamanship. Naval Volunteer Reserves remain on 

Portsdown Hill rather to the west of In the Flagship Group, with offices board for their second week’s training 
Fort Southwick. The first phase is the and lecture rooms on board H.M.S. in seamanship, 
building of 114 thrcc-bcdroomcd Dido, is the training staff, consisting of All these officers and ratings besides 
houses; later there will probably also one lieutenant-commander, two lieu- spending their holiday very pleasantly 
be 60 two-bedroomed flats erected at tenants, onc senior commissioned boat- with the Fleet arc very enthusiastic and 
the north-eastern end of the estate, swain and five chief petty officers, and j keen to learn. 


MATEEOT MOUNTAINEERS 


the climb well worth while 


Sir, A Roman writer—I shall 
hazard the guess that it was Livy, in 
order that one of your more learned 
readers may luxuriate in the simple, 
uncomplicated joy of telling me that I 
am wrong—once remarked "Semper 
ex Africa res nova." or. in our modern 
Anglo-American tongue, "Got any¬ 
thing noo?" 

It is because I fear the imminence of 
that question from you. my dear Edi¬ 
tor. that I write this letter. Let me con¬ 
fess at once that I have nothing new. 
My Africa is dry and barren. The 
bookseller shrugs his shoulder, the 
publisher is in his counting house 


You can obtain all your clothing requirements 


JACK It LA I IK 


NAVAL AND CIVILIAN TAILOR AND OUTFITTER 

UNICORN ROAD • QUEEN STREET • STANLEY ROAD 

PORTSMOUTH 

MEMBER Or I.N.TA. 

Cash or Allotment one price only Lotest catalogue forwarded by request 


action. It will he a particularly attrac¬ 
tive spot for those officers who arc not 


lucky enough to possess a car and who 
want to be near their job in the Dock¬ 
yard or onc of the establishments near 
by. 

It is hoped, before very long, to 


Sir.—I t is with regret that I learn of 


announce a start at Gosport. This will 
be the ratings' estate at Fort Brock- 
hurst on the land between Military 
Road and Cambridge Road. 


Geiger counters. Geiger counters, 
clicking in my cars. 

How the rough about me so familiar 
yet appears. 

The brambles and the couch grass, the 
rabbit-ridden bank. 

The slimy patch of hollow where 
everything is rank: 

For yesteryear I can recall the many 
hours I spent 

Upon the selfsame errand, alone and 
discontent. 

But now the times have altered—my 
golf has lost its gall 

Since I’ve reduced my losses with a 
radioactive ball. 

II. C. Middleton 


HAVE A 


fl.S.Warrior Evacuation Lift 

EVACUATION FROM HAIPHONG 


enter into a relationship with him. 

You have taken possession of a part of 
him. You stand up tor him when others 
attack him. The fellow lives in your 
house, he is onc of the family. Only 
when he is a mere lodger from book¬ 
seller or publisher can you send him 
about his business, and tell him and 
everyone what you think of him in the 
knowledge that you will never have to 
live with his unspoken reproaches. 

There is. however, a loophole; or 
rather, there arc two loopholes. One- 
can. in desperation, take up those 
books which in richer months onc laid 
aside to await the review which in all phong brought the refugees to H.M.S. 
probability would never come; or onc Warrior anchored at the Passe Hcnri- 
can trot round the library pecking, at cttc. Two-thirds of them were women 
the remnants which have escaped the and children. They carried their own 
predatory eye of the book-napper. heavy and cumbersome luggage which, 
who steals away all the innocent new more often than not. included the 
books to his dreadful don. whence all kitchen stove, and were quite undc- 
loo often they fail ever to emerge. terred by the intermittent heavy rain 

The survey of my stock of past non- which fell[during the three hours of the 
starters revealed a dreary little band embarkation. 

of watchers on the threshold. There is. "After being dusted fore and aft with 
for example, the gentleman who would D.D.T. and searched for hand gren- 


thc only difficulty experienced was to 
ensure the correct consistency of rice, 
about which (hey were inclined to be 

fussy. 

"The majority of refugees appear to 
be tobacco planters from outlying 
villages in the Delta area, and very 
soon large quantities of finely shredded 
full-strength tobacco were laid out to 
dry on deck. A few men and women 
arc blind; many women arc pregnant; 






PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


October, 1954 


H.M.S. DILIGENCE 


RESERVE 


in war time. Some were huge and 
complicated like the battleship and 
aircraft carrier; others were small and 
expendable like the minor landing 
craft. 

This huge armada was far too valu¬ 
able to throw away when the men who 
manned them returned 10 factory, 
plough or office. It might be needed 
again in a hurry. 

As many ships as possible were kept 
in commission, to continue training 
men who guard our shores in peace 
time; but what of the remainder? The 
majority? They lie like ghost ships in 
our many porLs, an enormous Reserve 
Fleet. 

From the top of Portsdown Hill, a 
grand view can be had of the long 
lines of these ghost ships as they lie 
moored, in neat rows in Farcham 
Creek and at Fountain Fake. Vice- 
Admiral J. \V. Eaton. C.B., D.S.O., 
D.S.C.. (lies his flag in H.M.S. Cleo¬ 
patra. which with H.M.S. Dido forms 
the Flagship Group, moored in the 
up.rer reaches of Portsmouth harbour. 
The Senior Officer. Reserve Fleet, 
Portsmouth, Capt. J. S. M. Richard¬ 
son. D.S.O.. R.N.. with his stall and 
ship's company, live in the two cruisers 
Mauritius and Liverpool moored at 
Fountain Lake close to the berth of the 
Royal Yacht, Britannia. Theirs is the 
task of ensuring that the ships in 
reserve at Portsmouth will be ready 
if ever they are needed. As the ships 
in which they live may be brought for¬ 
ward to commission and others take 
their place, the name of H.M.S. Bcl- 
lerophon is given to the Reserve Fleet, 
Portsmouth. 

A sub-division of the Portsmouth 
Reserve Fleet, consisting of I? frigates, 
is in reserve at Gibraltar. Of these 11 
have already arrived and are berthed 
alongside the Dctchcd Mole. The 
twelfth ship is expected to be towed 
out shortly. 

Preservation 

Now, to keep these ships in first- 
class fighting trim is a task made for¬ 
midable due to the complicated and 
varied equipments designed by our 
scientists and installed during the war. 

A special technique has been devel¬ 
oped by those whose task it is to pre- 


Maintaining the ships 


Scaling and chipping to remove all rust 


the ships and electrically charged, clean the fuel tanks of a destroyer in 
producing the same clfcct as the small three days or so while only using seven 
magnesium anodes. senior ratings and eleven junior ratings. 

By this means, only the part of the the saving to the Service is in the 
ship exposed to the weather needs con- region of 870.000 man-hours annually, 
slant care, and here a special scheme Oil fuel tanks to be cleaned arc first 
of painting is used to give prolonged pumped out to the extent of their fitted 
protection. suctions. They arc then saturated with 

„ . steam to lower the viscosity of the 

I ank-clcaning Vessels residue, sometimes of the consistency 

One of the greatest contributions to of asphalt, so that it can easily be 
the efficiency with which ships prepare gulfed in the airstreani of the suction 
for reserve is the organisation for hoses, the velocity of which is supplied 
cleaning out the oil fuel tanks after by two large vacuum pumps installed 
they have been emptied of oil. The old in the T.C.V. 

method of cleaning the tanks by the This donc , lhc lanks arc washcd 
use of rags soaked m a solvent is for- down wjth a dclcrgcnl supplied 
tunatcly past, the work now being done thro ugh small hoses from a storage 
by a small fleet of lank cleaning tank in the T.C.V. The pump for this 
vessels. system builds up the detergent pres- 

The Royal Navy's tank cleaning sure to 140 lb. per sq. in. and a heat 
fleet consists of R.F.A. Bardscy, H.M. exchanger in the same system heats it 
Ships Caldy, Coll and Switha. These to 130* F. Four suction hoses and four 
ships were converted from Isles class detergent hoses can be used at the same 
trawlers, the first. Coll, being com- time, one of each to a tank. One 
plctcd in 1950. Caldy, Coll and Switha stoker mechanic mans each hose. The 
arc attached to the home dockyard airstream which engulfs the residue, 
ports of Chatham. Portsmouth and or sludge, and used detergent gives 
Devonport respectively; Bardscy is the tank operators an adequate supply 
stationed at Malta. The first three arc of fresh air. thus overcoming the peril 
administered by the senior officers of of "oxygen lack" and heat exhaustion, 
the Reserve Fleet at their respective The suction hoses discharge into 
ports, overall contro of all four being vacuum tanks in the suction line and 


AIR TRAINERS 
LIMITED 


AYLESBURY, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


A career with interest and distinct possibilities is offered to 
suitably qualified R.N. personnel leaving the Service. Working 
conditions are excellent and rates of pay above the average. 
Immediate requirements are for : 


ENGINEERS of University standard with a minimum of three 
years’ development or design experience in either electronic or 
mechanical engineering. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. Fleet Air Arm Specialists with 
good mathematics, technical knowledge -radio/radio or 
electronics. 

DRAUGHTSMEN. All grades, with a knowledge of workshop 
practice for development work. Experience on Attack Teachers 
or Fire Control Equipment an advantage. 


INSPECTORS (Electrical Section): Electrical Artificers arc 
invited to apply for these posts. 


INSTRUMENT MAKERS. MACHINISTS AM) FITTERS. 

Good opportunities for O.As./E.R.As. and Stoker Mechanics 
able to undertake precision work on modern machinery in wcll- 
cquipped-shops. 


WOOD MACHINISTS. Router and spindle experience 
required. 


Candidates for the above posts should write fully to the 
Personnel Officer, Air Trainers Limited, Aylesbury, some six 
weeks before they arc ready to lake up employment. 


Putting the final coat of plastic on a RoonKoted guu mounting 
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Desiccating a mounting with bags of Silica-GeL The man who works inside 
the package has to be protected against toxic fumes 


FLEET 

of the Reserve 


Staff Shipwright Officer inspecting the ship's side for rust behind the lagging 


return considerable quantities of 
usable oil fuel to the fuelling depots. 

Engineering 

This leaves the engine room depart¬ 
ment a clear field to get on with the 
important task of preserving the 
engines and machinery. If machinery 
is not operated, it quickly deteriorates 
and the ideal would be to operate all 
the machinery every day. This is obvi¬ 
ously impossible, so a compromise is 
made. 

All running machinery is taken to 
pieces and all moving parts thoroughly 
cleaned and coated with a preservative 
oil, to prevent rust from forming. 
After reassembly, the machine is 
moved by hand, or wherever possible 
by power, once a week to make sure 
that no rust has formed. A stiffness in 
operation would indicate this at once. 

"Standing" machinery, like boilers, 
condensers and evaporators, etc., arc 
first thoroughly cleaned and then pre¬ 
served by the use of a special com¬ 
pound or oil depending on the equip¬ 
ment concerned. 

Pipe systems need different treat¬ 
ment; one cannot get at the insides 
to scrape and preserve, hut in this 
case valves arc thoroughly cleaned 
and the system is drained and kept 
empty. 

Ships arc refitted at regular intervals, 
when all the little defects, which have 
been carefully noted as ships are in¬ 
spected, arc put right. Trials arc carried 
out after refit, and the machinery again 
preserved. Thus ships arc constantly 
being brought out of reserve, refitted 
and brought up to date with new 
equipment and then put back into re¬ 
serve. This "turning round" of ships 
ensures that the Reserve Fleet as a 
whole is kept in the required state of 
modernisation and as ready replace¬ 
ments for the Fleet when required. 


Electrical 

There is an axiom amongst all who 
deal with electrics which says “If elec¬ 
trical equipment is to be kept in first- 
class condition you must use it." 

It is the job of the electrical depart¬ 
ment of the Reserve Fleet to devise 
ways and means of preserving all 
typirs of electrical apparatus so that 
even after long periods, perhaps years, 
of idleness full efficiency can be re¬ 
stored in a very limited time. 

Our biggest enemy, as is well known, 
is "Humidity" and every effort is made 
by scaling and using "Silica-Gel" dry¬ 
ing compound to prevent deteriora¬ 
tion. In some ships each individual 
piece of equipment is wrapped in 
weather-proof material, small bags of 
Silica-Gel being placed inside. 

Other ships arc dynamically de¬ 
humidified. This means that the inside 
of the ship is hermetically scaled and 
by a careful system of pipes air is 
drawn out of every compartment, 
passed through a special drying 
machine and then pumped back into 
the ship when it is dry. This causes 
the relative humidity to fall to a per¬ 
centage where deterioration of elec¬ 
trical equipment, and deterioration of 
the hull, is negligible. Trained staff 
take constant readings of the relevant 
humidity in each compartment, and in 
some cases a small drying machine 
may be placed in a space which proves 
difficult to maintain at the required 
levels of dryness. Ships so protected 
from dampness remain uncorrodcd for 
an indefinite period. 

Radio presents its own peculiar 
problems and whenever possible such 
equipment is run at frequent intervals. 

When a ship is destined for reserve 
the electrical equipment is surveyed 
and a comprehensive defect list made 
out. and all major items arc corrected 
before the ship is accepted, stores and 


spares are mustered and deficiencies 
demanded. 

Armament 

Without efficient armament a war¬ 
ship would be like a toothless dog 
with a bone. Putting the armament of 
a ship into reserve involves a lot more 
than merely covering everything with 
those beautiful silver plastic covers 
which have become such a common 
sight in all our naval ports. 

On arrival at the port at which the 
ship is to prepare for reserve, a pre¬ 
liminary inspection of the armament 
is made and the report on this inspec¬ 
tion. in conjunction with the ship's own 
report, determines initially the likely 
reserve class of the ship. 

A few days later a team of experts 
descend upon the ship and go through 
the equipment of the ship, by test and 
by observation, with a fine tooth-comb 
so that even the most minor defects, 
c.g.. missing split pins, arc not over¬ 
looked. Any major defect discovered 
is enough to cause the ship's class in 
the reserve to be affected. The list of 
defects discovered, and the results of 
the tests, arc classified and all small 
defects arc scheduled to be made good 
bv the ship's staff during the period 
of preparation for the reserve. All large 
delects arc listed to be included in the 
defect list for the ship's next refit. 

The real work of putting the arma¬ 
ment of the ship into reserve now be¬ 
gins. The ship's staff carry out com¬ 
plete stripping, examination and pre¬ 
servation of all equipment to the satis¬ 
faction of Reserve Fleet officers. Any 
corrosion is removed and nothing is 
left undone so that the final result is 
capable of standing up to several years 
of reserve without more than a small 
amount of deterioration. 

The true test of this treatment is 
that many pieces of equipment have 
been examined after several years un¬ 
der package and have been found to 
have suffered little or no deterioration, 
and. further, these pieces of equipment 
have been fully operational in a matter 
of hours. 

The more delicate fire control equip¬ 
ment is mustered by highly skilled 
ordnance and electrical ratings, special 
tests arc applied at regular intervals 
and the whole system constantly tuned 
to fighting pitch. 

KoonKotc Packaging 
The advent soon after World War 
II of the "cocooning" method to pre- I 
serve upper-deck equipment has cn- " 
sured that equipment thus treated may 
be left for a considerable number of 
years with no attention except for 
periodical inspection to ensure that the 
"cocoon" envelope is intact. 

The process is a simple one. It is 
achieved by "tailoring" mosquito 
netting to the machinery being pack¬ 
aged, and scaling it to a prepared sur¬ 
face on the deck around the equip¬ 
ment. Plastic composition is then 
sprayed on evenly, using a spray gun 
and pressure pot, until a thickness of 
about .004 in. has been applied. During 
this part of the process a perspex 
window is fitted in the envelope, in 
order that readings from a hygrometer, 
which is hung inside the package later, 
may be observed. All sources of in¬ 
gress of air such as cable glands, voice- 
pipes and drains arc also scaled. An 
opening is then made in the package, 
and a predetermined quantity of 
desiccant (a drying agent) inserted, a 
board is hung inside opposite the win¬ 
dows. carrying the hygrometer and 
other recording indicators. 

The envelope is then sealed by a 
patch and is oversprayed by plastic. 

Coats of "Insulmaslic" (a bitumen 
compound) arc then 
finally a finishing coat 
rcffcctant. 

Although the process is a simple 
one. considerable skill is required in 
applying the plastic, and it is quite an 
art to "tailor" the netting to the mount¬ 
ing (allowance has to be made for 
shrinkage, etc.). All this comes with 
practice, however, and after a few 
weeks the average rating becomes a 
skilful operator. 

The ideal aimed at is 30 per cent, 
relative humidity, which is consider¬ 
ably below that at which corrosion 
and deterioration of metals take place. 
This may not be achieved with the 
first desiccation as so much depends 
on the weather experienced whilst the 
actual job is being progressed. Again, 
although the plastic is quite robust and 
will stand normal wear and tear, it is 
easily damaged by careless handling of 
wires and bulky stores, etc. 

To deal with damaged packages, 
rcdcsiccation. etc., the Reserve Fleet | 
packaging party maintains a repair | 
unit, self-contained with its own 
equipped launch, which can deal with 
all except the largest repair jobs. 

Stores 

This packaging process is quite a 
costly one. but when the man-hours 
saved in normal maintenance arc con¬ 
sidered. the initial cost becomes really 
worth while. 


Each ship when she is operating at 
sea must be self-contained and have on 
board all the stores which she may 
need for a period of months. The stores 
organisation in any ship is therefore a 
complex one. Here in the Reserve Fleet 
a team of trained stores ratings work 
under the direction of the supply offi¬ 
cers and check, list, and stow all the 
stores in each ship. 

Obviously such stores as food and 
certain perishable goods arc not placed 
in ships in reserve, but even so, more 
than 7,000 items from pin-sized screws 
to the anchor and cables must be care¬ 
fully checked and placed in their cor¬ 
rect stowage ready for the day when 
the ship may have to steam away. The 
system must be such that the men on 
joining the ship on commissioning will 
have no difficulty in finding any one 
of these many items. Rapid supply of 
spare parts plays an important part 
in the ship's fighting efficiency; for 
example, a small valve in a radio set 
may fail in action, and a vital part of 
the ship's equipment be put out of 
commission until the spare can be sup¬ 
plied and fitted. 

Use of Water Transport 

Like most enterprises, transport 
plays a large part in the efficient run¬ 
ning of the Reserve Fleet. Our ships 
lie in widely scattered berths, and 
much lime is lost despite an efficient 
water transport system. A boat pool, 
manned by civilian employees, is ad¬ 
ministered by the Senior Officer, Re¬ 
serve Fleet The pool consists of a 
number of M.F.V.'s and harbour 
launches together with some special 
craft carrying portable generators and 
air compressors, which arc in constant 
demand by those who maintain the 
ship in reserve. In all. some 80 civilians 
arc employed in running this important 
service and assisting in the mainten¬ 
ance and repairs of the engines and 
boats. A small staff of naval personnel 
work with the boat pool under the 
gcnera| direction of the boat officer, 
and it is very gratifying to feel that the 
routine of this little fleet of ships runs 
so smoothly that one’s time can be 
taken accurately by the arrival and 
departure of these sturdy little craft. 

Sports 

As the redeployment programme 
has advanced, the number of officers 
and men employed in H.M.S. Bcllcro- 


phon has dwindled, but even so, the 
Reserve Fleet plays its full part in the 
Command sporting events. Training 
presents a problem, for our playing 
fields arc on the Gosport side at Hard¬ 
way. However, H.M.S. Excellent, our 
very good neighbours, allow us every 
reasonable facility for games byfnak- 
ing available their rugger, soccer and 
cricket pitches. We feel very attached 
to "Whaley." 

In all, a very full season's sport has 
been had during the past year, no fewer 
than 52 soccer matches being played 
in Divisions 1 and II of the Command 
League. Rugby, cricket and hockey 
also had their share, whilst the small 
band of .303 and .22 rifle shots held 
their own against the rest of the Com¬ 
mand in the league events and in the 
Command Meeting. 

Probably the most satisfying result 
during the past twelve months has 
been our water-polo team's success. 
Starting from scratch at the beginning 
of the season it fought its way to 
second place in "B" Division of the 
Command League, and is now pro¬ 
moted to "A" Division for next season. 

Annual events which receive a good 
support include a regatta, sports day. 
and the entry of a team in the autumn 
Command cross-country runs. 

There have been individual honours, 
too, shared by the Reserve Fleet, for 
we had representatives in the Com¬ 
mand and the Navy in water-polo, 
swimming and tennis. 

Conclusion 

Tliosc of you who have walked 
round the Reserve Fleet ships during 
Navy Days will have seen how spick 
and span they arc inside, and how 
everything is ready for.lhc ship's com¬ 
pany to march on board and turn a 
“ghost ship" into a real live thing. 

Many arc the hands which have 
contributed towards this final achieve¬ 
ment but all those officers and men 
who have served in the Reserve Fleet 
know that the work, often dull and 
monotonous, has been well worth 
while. By working hard and playing 
hard we feel that we have an efficient 
and happy Fleet. 

Our motto, not yet latinised, is: 

"We may bend but never break." 

An article on Training in the Flag¬ 
ship Group, Reserve Fleet, appears 
on page 5. 


applied, and 
of aluminium 


EMINGS 

rvice ... 


It is only natural that in the 
course of fifty years we should 
fully understand the require¬ 
ments of those who serve in 
ships and on shore. 
High-grade materials are 
used by skilled craftsmen in 
making the fine clothes for 
which we are renowned. 
Our service is at your dis¬ 
posal. .. we shall be delighted 
to hear from you. 


A. FLEMING & CO (Outfitters) LTD 

HEAD OFFICE & MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 
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DUNFERMLINE, MALTA and GIBRALTAR 


H.M.S. BLACKCAP 
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H.M.S. GAMECOCK 
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WHAT’S OX 

October, 1954 


THE MOST important item of enter- taking part are “The Seagulls" (the 
tainment news for October deals with chief and petty officers) and their 
the Royal Navy's debut at Wembley, opponents. "The Birds” (well named. 
As given in last month's News. H.M.S. say some, the junior ratings). With 
Phoenix has been selected to take part only 30 minutes at our disposal, the 
in the El Alamein reunion at the full game cannot be played. Therefore 
Wembley Empire Pool. Friday, Octo- the game will carry on front some ten 
ber 22nd. This is the annual get- minutes before the end is expected to 
together of the Eighth Army and Field- be reached. The cup is an old-fash- 
Marshal Montgomery. ioned brass pot complete with aspi- 

—The New Pilgrim Players present I.ast year this reunion took place distra. 

“Ye Shall Be as Cods." by Armand at the Empress Hall. Earl's Court. The names of the distinguished 
Tuv lot. at 8.15 p.m. in Portsmouth when Devon port presented "Up guests have yet to be announced but it 
Cathedral. Spirits." a light-hearted pageant depict- is known that Sir Winston Churchill 

„ ... ing the issue of rum through the ages, will be the guest of honour. The re- 

9. Bertram Mills Circus on South- u,j s was lhc f, rst ,j mc Navy had union will be presided over by Field- 
sea Common. hccn asked to participate in the celc- Marshal Viscount Montgomery of 

7. — Boxing. R.N.B : Command brations. Alamein. The programme opens at 

Novices' Team Event for the Samuel This year Phoenix will, with the aid 7 p.m. with a trumpet display followed 
Trophv. of the volunteer bands of H.M.S. Col- by the Guards massed bands. Then the 

„ . . lingwood and H.M.S. Ariel, present pageant of Alamein, in which the old 

Portsmouth v. Sheffield United, at -Grand Ukkcrs.” Except for the lour tunes and old scenes are recalled. Now; 
Pration Park. standard-bearers, bands and players conic the speeches from the guests of 

I. King's Theatre. Southsca. 3 p.m. will be in costume: hula-hula girls, honour, followed by a P.T. display by 
Pianoforte recital. Pouishnotf. Chinamen. Pinky—the full-sized clc- the R.A.F. The Royal Navy next 

_ . . phant—Red Indians. Zulus, boat- appear with “Grand Ukkcrs." whilst 

' Socc £ r ^ Portsmouth Command v. swains' mates (armed with cat-o'-ninc the massed bands of the Royal Marines 
Sussex F.A., at PiU Street. tails), a total of about 200 from the completes the formal programme. 

mi 4 ,_R.N. novices'boxing at R.N.B. Portsmouth Command. The show over, the informal side 

The game will be played on a board starts. At 2100. 21 bars open and danc- 
t. Portsmouth Film Society, new some 3.000 square feet, with humans ing begins. Altogether it should be 


Never a Dull Moment 


the harbour area and the creeks up overturned. Stcn immediately con- 
Portchcster way. particularly in silent ' .ctcd an Admiralty Constabulary 
hours, might be considered by most as ^oat which took care ot the Sailing 

•r* r o~»! «■**«* i s? 'A :s e h, s r'“,r» ss 

the vessels staff attached to the Naval kec| pumpcJ hcr ou , am | ,hcn took 
Armament Depot. Priddy s Hard, is Tjpit an< j Kilty w ake in tow. Having 
this patrolling of lighters and vessels brought the two yachts in. N.A.V. Stcn 
which arc tied up. I am informed, how- con tinucd on her monotonous patrol, 
ever, that the job is by no means dull. w)K . n a | mo%l al once s he came across 
and recently the Commodore Super- young lad in difficulties in a small 
intendent was pleased to commend the punt ot f H.M.S. Dolphin. Commiscra- 
crew of one of the patrol boats - (j n g with the boy’s misfortune—he had 
N.A.V. Stcn for their activities. a broken paddle—the crew took the 
Apparently it is a matter of course boat in tow against a strong ebb tide 
for the crew of this boat to keep a and deposited the boat and the young¬ 
watching brief over all amateur and ster safely ashore, 
other yachtsmen who seem to make a There is no truth in the statement 
habit of sailing their craft in a capsized that Stcn is delegated to patrol the 
position, with their crews gyrating S.A.S.O. when he is out sailing in the 
around in the water. Depot boat! 

Such an incident occurred on the The crew of N.A.V. Stcn comprises: 
afternoon of August 29. when Stcn A. R. Williams. Coxswain. A. McLeod, 
sighted a sailing yacht overturning in Leading Stoker, and R. Filhy, Able 
Portchester Dike. They also spied that Seaman. 

the crew comprised two young ladies. | t is appropriate to mention in this 
and naturally they sped to the scene; article that another member of the 
it was just as well, as one of the young vessel's staff distinguished himself 
ladies was a non-swimmer. Perhaps it recently by his prompt action in in- 
was appropriate that the yacht's name stantly turning on the snrinkler.system 
was Tipil. in one of the N.A. Lighters when a 

Meanwhile, another craft, flic Kitty- powerful flare caught fire. As the 
wake, arrived on the scene, but was lighter was full of ammunition -his 
unable to make way; yet another prompt action was most appreciated by 
appeared, belonging to the Old Ports- all in the vicinity! 


Association 

HAVANT BRANCH 

PLANS ARE well under way lor the 
branch annual dinner, which is due 
to be held on November 6. One ot 
our members, who has been a band 
leader, 


. will be playing for dancing 
afterwards. 

Our new Padre, the Rev. J. C 
Venus, has already shown great in 
terest in the welfare side of the brand 
and has taken up two cases when 
assistance 


was needed. He is pur 
ticularly welcome, as he served in tin 
Royal Navy before taking Hob 
Orders. 

A coach-load of us went to the 
Chichester Brewery Club for that 
get-together party on September 11 
This was a complete change froi 
usual activities, and very popular. 

One of the members of our brand), 
who served in Coastal Forces during 
the war. went to H.M.S. Hornet lor 
the unveiling and dedication of the 
Coastal Force Memorial on September 
17. He reported that this was a most 
impressive event, and came back full 
of praise for the general organisation 


RUTH ROMAN 
Co-star in "The Far Country 


the Canada Life Assurance Company 

(EST. 18471 

CANADA'S OLDEST LIFE OFFICE 


with rearward facing scats and are 
pressurised for high-altitude flying. 


I or Piofessional Advice and Personal Service 


"▼§ M M ^ 4 details. We do not know even where 

■N Vw \ T the journeys began, and specialists 

J grow hot over the question, whether 

^ 4L the Milkweed, that rare arrival on our 

• western coast, could have flown the 

Atlantic. The one thing we do know is 

SUFFOLK.—A farmer at C'hcdburgh, your reading" lessons. Courses are that the Whites, like the Y-Moths and 
Suffolk, has a chicken that swims, given at I.C.I. metals' division at sometimes Painted Ladies and 
Other chickens attacked it. so the far- Birmingham. Clouded Yellows, fly in their thousands 

mer put it with a pair of ducks. Now. • • • across the North Sea or Channel from 

12 weeks old. it follows the ducks ACOUI (ITAI Y) An angler clean- the Continent. Why they conic and 
everywhere, even when they go for a in „ a carp hc C aught here found inside what purpose is served arc queries 
dip in the pond. Out swimming, it it a signet ring his friend lost two years 'ha' defy even conjecture from the 
occasionally takes a rest on the back ago most learned and ingenious of students, 

of one of the ducks. " • • • ♦ • • 

• • • LONDON.—Burst pipes may become NORWAY.—Miss Sheila Van Damn) 

BELGIUM.—Belgium is to sell 10 tons a thing of the past in future flats and of Britain, who won the ladies' prize, 
of uranium to Switzerland for the con- houses. A new light-weight, non- said that she used orange juice to cool 
struction of hcr atomic pile under a metallic pipe for cold water supplies the engine of her Sunbeam-Talbot for 
contract recently signed between the is now available for use on building the last 150 miles of the International 
two countries. The uranium ore. sites. Said a London clerk of works: Viking rally in Norway. 


POST TH S COUPON NAME 
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II Netllccombe A*e. 

Southte* * Hants 
Tdrphom 33301 
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Make the most of your 

MONTHLY ALLOTMENT! 


DO YOU KNOW—that Currys special purchasing facilities 
for serving personnel enable you to obtain a wide 
selection of goods — on very favourable terms. 


Mejstmin*fer 

RADIOGRAM 


It resists corrosion ana erosion it is GERMANY. — A Canadian infantry 
resilient and so is immune to frost. unil in Germany has cut accidents 

• • • involving its vehicles from 13 a month 

INDIA.—India's population rose by to six—it punishes careless drivers by 
four million to 376.750.000 during the assigning them as valets to the regi- 
past year. mental goat mascot. 

• • • • • • 

BRITAIN.—A frcc-cntcrprisc firm — LEEDS.—Four in 10 deaths occur in 
Airwork Ltd.—has won the biggest the dark. Eight in 10 accidents hap- 
single trooping contract ever placed by pen on roads with a speed limit and 
the Air Ministry. It is estimated to be lighting. And this, said a Leeds lighting 
worth at least £1.250.000 a year. For expert, not only indicates the need for 
two and a half years it will'fly 7.000 street lighting where none exists, but 
troops a year in each direction between is a reflection on the general standard 
Britain and Singapore. It will use of lighting and the lamentable delay 
Hermes IVA airliners, which arc fitted on replacing out-of-date installations. 


SHEFFIELD.—The first electric train 
to run between Sheffield and Manches¬ 
ter has made the 41-mile journey in 
the record time of 53! minutes—10 
minutes faster than the steam train 
schedule. 


Britain's finest value in concert Radiograms ! 3-speed 
record player and five valve all-wave Radio set in 
FULL SIZED beautifully walnut veneered cabinet. 

GENUINE 50 GUINEA VALUE FOR 

ONLY With automatic 3 -spced 

30 GNS record-player 42 gns 


BIRMINGHAM.—How fast can you 
read? Average is under 200 words a 
minute, hut around 400 words a 
minute is the pace the modem business 
man needs. So Imperial Chemical 
Industries is giving all its senior execu¬ 
tives the chance to take "speed up 


n||| 48, London Road (North End) 

A 118/120. Kingston Road, 
PORTSMOUTH 

SUmbert of the Infer fort Sava I Traders' A uodatien 
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COMMAND NEWS 


VICTORIA BARRACKS 
The Commander-in-chiefs Farewell 
Visit to Victoria Barracks 


D _ mT'«r~^ IWTri anniversary of the Allied landing in Gambia, where we again won by 9 Soon after joining a rccomnmsion- 
1 4 the South of France (the reason for goals to 1. This tnded a highly success- ing service was held on the forecastle 

I n| M 'j Tf our visit), and after the French L.S.T. ful water-polo season, and we also for the whole ship's company, taken 

Laita had landed a standard-bearing achieved the distinction of winning by the Rev. J. Armstrong, from H.M.S. 
party on the sandy beach, there was both cups two years running, this is the Vanguard. After this Capt. Goodwin 
sided two crews for the Shanklin Club a march past in which the Royal first time such a thing has occurred, greeted the newcomers and told the 
in the 14-ft. dinghy race, which Navy contingent, as usual, put up an In the Polar Bear, which is a mile ship's company what he knew of the 

resulted in a win for the Commodore, excellent show, and. according to the group race, our team of three did much future and what he expected of them 

-rnps:nAV .. 7 v- Dr. Howe Wood. President of the American Admiral there, we were the to help the shore establishments win in the future. 

, . . ,V A T.' . iPv, m . ' f Regatta Committee, came second, best contingent on parade. the cup. our team comprising S.A. On September 10 Duchess sailed 

bnlries in the Koval Navy some ol w ith Lieut. Lance crewing for him. Most of us were able to visit such Webb. Mne. Grossland and Signalman from Portsmouth for Malta for about 
them had only touted the day before— rin ,i Fieetririnn I nwrir third Well „t„« 


were inspected by Admiral Sir John donc ; Maxime. but the bad weather con-1 PO. Telegraphist Davies, our star 

h"ifsssr*"wiVS. ra tn 5a» - 5Wsj!L«f.125!" 


and Electrician Lowric. third. Well places as Cannes, Nice and St. Douglas. 


P.O. Telegraphist Davies, our star mission. 


nine months on a general service com- 


his Command ~ skirts, to assist in raising lunils lor *» •“ '7.'.''Vs'.....— 

. ° ' , local charities. This they achieved in waters of the Mediterranean were the field of sport Our underwater h.M.S. SHEFFIELD, flagship of 

In his speech he said that although unccrtain manner by raiding near- rather damped by what, by Malta swimming club, although still in its Vice-Admiral J. F. Stevens, C.B.. 
he had lots of stripes on h.s arms and b vj „ and f righ icning the in- standards, were Arctic conditions of infancy, is coming along very well and C.B.E.. Commander-in-Chief America 
rows of medals, he was come to tell . • . . h . . .. 6 • . th,. c-i Hnwnw was uitnmiov we have a team who eo underwater _■ m... i_ i:. c. 


H.M.S. SHEFFIELD 


rows of medals, he was going to tell habitants to nart with their loose ,hc sca - However, it was surprising we have a team who go underwater and ' west Indies Station was visited 
the New Entries what he had learnt in ^™ s 10 part loosc how many of us just lay on the beach fishing with, at the moment, very little .normally recen.lv at New York by 

50 years service. He advised them to . ...... r., . and admired the most attractive result. ^ . . Their Royal Highnesses Hie Duchess 


remember three things during their There was a brilliant firework dis- scenery. 

Service careers. play later in the evening. Then most 0ur proficiency in the French 

They should gain a sense of pride of our ships company made their | anguagc improved fast as the days 

in the Navy, the finest Service in the way to the dance on Shanklin Pier. wcn( j,y, and we found that we even 

world, and in their ships and establish- and I rent midnight onward everything um jerstood ourselves after a few 

_..... .i. t. ...i, i_ ■ _c-nm.-rl M an navurirr' However, we ■ , ■■. . . ...... 


Leading Writer R. D. Langley 


H.M.S. DUCHESS 


Their Royal Highnesses 'Hie Duchess 
of Kent and Princess Alexandra. 

The Duchess of Kent walked 
through ranks of the ship's company 
and inspected a Royal Marines guard; 
and all officers were presented to her 
and to the Princess. The Royal visitors 
posed for a group photograph with 


woriu, anu in ineir snips anu csianusn. “"V"'.. ..T: -.. unaerstooo ourselves alter a icw --------- — and all officers were presented to her 

ments; they should learn tradition, seemed to go ha> win. However, we g j asscs 0 f wine. However, we were ON AUGUST .6 the old crew of an d to the Princess. The Royal visitors 

which would subconsciously help are told we had a good time. without this aid when it came to read- H.M.S. Duchess gave a grand paying- p ()sed f or a groU p photograph with 

them in times of difficulty; and they On Thursday. August 26, the gods ing a signal in French saying (we off ball in Kimballs Ballroom. South- ( y, c chip's company on the forecastle, 
should cultivate a complete mutual were good and the weather was fine, thought) that beating the “Retreat” sea. by kind permission of Capt. D. G. | n tbe wardroom the Duchess of 

understanding between officers and We were able to carry out on the pier was cancelled owing to the weather. Goodwin. D.S.C.. R.N.. who was him- K cn , who launched H.M.S. Sheffield 

men. our "Crossing the Line" ceremony. So none went to watch. Actually it self there amongst over 500 other j n August. 1936. saw a portrait of her- 

Thc Commander-in-Chief had just which was televised and enjoyed b\ was the "gash barge” that had been guests, the whole evening was an sc |f which was damaged by shell 


understanding between officers and We were able to carry out on the pier was cancelled owing to the weather. Ooodwm. u.vc.. K.N.. wno was mm- Kcn , who | aunc j, ed H.M.S. Sheffield 

men. our "Crossing the Line” ceremony. So none went to watch. Actually it self there amongst over 500 other j n August. 1936. saw a portrait of her- 

Thc Commander-in-Chief had just which was televised and enjoyed b\ was the "gash barge” that had been guests, the whole evening was an sc jf which was damaged by shell 

taken the salute at an impressive a large number of holiday-makers and cancelled. Otherwise it was a splendid unqualified success with an excellent splinters in the action in which the 

march past of the ship's company and residents. Those of us who took part week, and we returned happy but bullet, supper and dancing to the (j crm an battleship Bismarck was sunk 

classes under training, led by a guard were a little apprehensive as to the "franclcss” to sunnier climates, where music of Roy Richards and his May- j„ May. 1941. The Duchess and Prin- 

of honour composed entirely of New result, but when "Tanky" (the Court soon we arc due to have our regatta, fair Orchestra. I he prizes were given ccss Alexandra had lunch on board 

Entries who had been in the Royal Doctor) and A.B. Simmonds (Court Then, to the joy of all natives, a long away by Mrs. Lees-Spalding, who w-as w j|h Admiral Stevens. 

Navy only a few weeks. Barber) started the ball rolling, we period in dock! afterwards presented with a magnifi- H.M.S. Sheffield is paying official 

cent bouquet of flowers, visits 1o American ports. She leaves 

- On August 31 the ship officially paid Ncw Vork on September 22 for 

off and recommissioned At 1100 hrs. Philadelphia, where she will pay a six- 
RN BARRACKS the old commission with the exception day visi , S he will return to her base 

„. . , SO. .A V, 41 T.rr u f ,hosc w , h " had volunteered (and at Bermuda on October 1. 

CAMARATA. MALTA, G.C. been accepted) to recommission, fell 

„ in on the jetty. After an address by - 

September 1_. 1954. Capt. Goodwin, in which he paid ll \t S fAMRIV 

AS THIS is the first letter from Royal tribute to their efforts during the last ' " ' ’ 

Naval Barracks. Camarata. I think a two years and read a signal from State \ isit of The Emperor 

description is called for. Now. although Admiral Cuthbert which finished up of Abyssinia 

| we arc classified as a Royal Naval “Strive for Duchess standard wherever ON HIS way to pay a state visit to 

barracks, do not. those of you who you go." they marched out of Unicorn Great Britain next month. His Majesty 

have not been to Malta, get the idea Gate, led by the Band of the Royal The Emperor of Abyssinia will embark 

that we arc anything like the barracks Marine Command. in Her Majesty's cruiser Gambia 

_—■) in Portsmouth. We are simply a transit The new crew fell in in the Royal (Capt. W. Evershed. D.S.O., R.N.) at 
establishment containing at the most Naval Barracks at 1330 hrs.. and after Malta on October 8 . and is expected to 
400 United Kingdom and Maltese the Commodore of the Barracks, arrive at Portsmouth early on Thurs- 
ratings, about 85 of whom live on Cmdrc. C. L. G. Evans. C.B.E.. D.S.O.. day morning. October 14. 
board. D.S.C.. R.N.. had taken the salute. The Gambia will be escorted from 

We are also living quarters for the they marched on to the Dockyard. Malta to Portsmouth by Her Majesty's 

- - i staffs of Headquarters Allied Forces. Their baggage had been put aboard in destroyers Constance (Cdr. P. J. Mor- 

r . i *|_;„r Mediterranean and the North Atlantic the forenoon by those recommission- gan. D.S.C.. R.N.). and Charily (Cdr. 

The Commander-in-Chief leasing \ ictoru Barracks Treaty Organisation, so one takes it as ing. and so the new crew could walk G. J. Kirkby. D.S.C. and two b.ns. 

quite natural to bump into American, aboard straight to their mess decks. “ 10 ' 

After three cheers, led by the Cap- soon settled down and. in fact.' cn- Greek. French. Italian and Turkish - 

tain of Victoria Barracks, the New joyed it as much as our audience, naval personnel about the establish- --- 

Entries lined the roadway as the Com- Probably the luckiest of the partici- ment. We also have the R.A.F. Police ! 

mander-in-Chief drove slowly out of pants were the younger members of and clerks, and until quite recently an I J! M _ • 

the barracks. the crew. who. after getting a good Army detachment. JLa Will I I 111(7 3 

ducking from the "Bears" ("The Our other claim to being a unique m »■ W ▼▼ II 

„ ..... . „ , Buffer.” Jack Dusty. Electrician Low- establishment is that we arc the only " 

Sea Cadet Camp at Victoria Barracks r j c and |, cad | ng Seaman Trott), were "ship" in Malta, and maybe in the g | | _ __ __ ^ ^ 

A very successful Sea Cadet camp thrown to the tender mercies of the Royal Navy, to have 53 different pay 1 ■jQ | ?i >f f 

has been held in Victoria Barracks mermaids, who deserve a special men- lists on our ledgers. The establishment ▼ W CV V • 

from July 24 to September II. Each tion for the splendid show they put is situated at the bottom of Merchant I w - 

week 30 cadets from units throughout on. They were chorus girls from the Street, Valclta. within a few seconds' 

the country have joined the camp for current show, and to them a big walk of Strait Street, consequently we J^g chances are that YOU 

their annual training. It is not re- thanks. suffer many jokes on that count. For ' 

garded merely as a holiday but as a Unfortunately, more or less im- the benefit of the thirsty, and everyone w j|| be, for there has been a 

necessary part in the balanced training mediately after the show we had to is thirsty in Malta, it is possible to . , 

of a Sca Cadet. change back into the rig and make pass 10 bars within a two-nunutc walk phenomenal number OI Orders 



The Commander-In-Chief leaving Victoria Barracks 


Are you wearing a 
G6 Heavy Serge Suit ? 


of a Sca 


The activities were mainly re- hasty farewells. 


change back into the rig and make pass 10 bars within a two-minute walk 


any direction from the main | 


creational, with a certain amount of 


elementary seamanship, and in ad- (he noise of hooters and rockets. I 
dition many visits of local interest ihink we were all a little sorrv to 


dition many visits of local interest 
were made. 

These youngsters, whose ages were 
between 14 years and 14 years 9 
months, enjoyed thoroughly their 
visit to Victoria Barracks, and both 


Our last view of Shanklin was amid cn TilII C c..„„i,. rxr.^.-r i -r .lr 



local interest think we were all a little sorry to 
leave. 

>sc ages were J. R. M. 


vfait to Vic^a>aVmck- and both ™ shore 

officers and ships company assisted ON SEPTEMBER I. an advance establishment, but nevertheless we 
in making their stay a happy one. party of 35 ranks under Major P. H. C. tlirn oul some very good teams in that 


cricket umpire on the island and is 
consequently in great demand with the 
Army and R.A.F. (Dominion and 
Colonial) as well as with the Navy. 

Our greatest activity is water sport: 
this may seem strange for a shore 


in making their stay a happy one. party of 35 ranks under Major P. H. C. turn oul SO me very good teams in that 

leek. R.M.. left Fort Cumberland for d j rC ction. The backbone of our watcr- 

- the new Amphibious School site at p„| 0 team consisted of L./Wtr. Com- 

Poolc. As mentioned previously, this m j„s (goalkeeper). Yeoman Crowe. 

H.M.S. HEDINGHAM CASTLE s .' ,c .' 5 whcre H.M.S. Turtle operated s.A. Webb (backs). Telegraphist 
WF ABBivrn ghmUin T,,,,. dunng ,hc on Ham Common - Beattie. Leading Signalman Robinson. 

Aim.IIV i™ a mm The work of preparing the camp is Yeoman Dow (forwards), and C.P.O. 

remiTd progressing satisfactorily and it is Goddard (centre half and captain). The 

qhan^in rS Oilers exacted the storing will shortly team was constantly changing due to 

^'P SVhe^hinfo commence. drafting requirements, but the above 

day was spent preparing the ship for «... ««_ e i it »• fiir avcr'iec of our nlavcrs 

visitors, but unfortunately bad At Portsmouth a sueccssful paia- verage ol our piayers 

weather made the ferrying of visitors chute exercise in the sea off the u.’'",' ar * dv m a d C w'.ucr-nolo 

to and from the ship rather unsafe so Eastney boat-slip was earned out on ^', ' h g loan , d l o \ he m h v Mr' C Ralph 

we were unable to receive them, and August 31 This is the excrete on P' eh loanedI to> hem 

our expectation of putting on a "Cross- which the Special Boat personnel do combined with his excellent 

ing the Line" ceremony and being their routine jumps, and in addition ^' h| -=°X, ' d a grcai dcal in the 
jelevisedl.what is it about Hed.ngham on this occasion an inflatable dinghy ^S^'^V^Iow. Our first 
Castle that makes Mm and television *as dropped. round of s waJ jn , hc Group 

producers want us so much’) had to September saw most of the Special shore Establishments league. In this 
be postponed. Boat personnel engaged in Exercise | caguc 10 games were played (two legs). 

Later in the day we were able to "Morning Mist. of which our team won 9. lost I. With- 

grant leave, and we arc left in no _ out making any excuses for the team. I 

doubt that those of the ship's com- should like to say that on the day that 

pany who did go ashore had a won- iimc \vr t\rt FR we lost to H.M.S. Falcon, we were 

derful time. The hospitality enjoyed _ ‘ trying oul two new members in the 

by us is something we will never for- THE HIGH-LIGHT of August has tcam . a nd they had never played to- 
get. There were theatre shows, dances, been a very enjoyable visit to St. gcl hcr before. Our most outstanding 
in fact everything we could wish for. Raphael, on the Cote D'Azur of successes were against H.M.S. Pha-n- 
laid on for us. We certainly made,our France. There was a large assembly j c j a , where we won by II goals to 1. 
Pennant in Shanklin. of ships in the beautiful bay. including and H.M.S Ricasoli. whom we beat 

On Wednesday. August 25. visitors French battleship Richelieu, an | 9 , o2 . 
were allowed on board and a large American cruiser and three destroyers. Later in the season we won the 
number took advantage of this. We and Fo 2J , '...? y,ng ‘•’S. "' ,p of Flag . Mediterranean Fleet Water-Polo Cup. 
put on a tug-of-war on Shanklin Officer Flotillas, Mediterranean, and | n ,h c first round we drew a bye. in 
sands. Seamen v. Stokers and Misccl- Whirlwind. the semi-finals we played H.M.S. 

laneous. the latter winning by two On the Sunday there was a cere- Forth, beating them by 12 goals to 1 : 
straight pulls. In the regatta we pro- mony to commemorate the loth the final was played against H.M.S. 


- out making any excuses for the tcam. I 

should like to say that on the day that I 

n\tq \v» ANr.l Fit we lost to H.M.S. Falcon, we were 

II.M2). WRANGLER |ryjng oul lw0 ncw mcm bcrs in the 

THE HIGH-LIGHT of August has | Cam> a nd they had never played to- 


The chances are that you 
will be, for there has been a 
phenomenal number of orders 
since we first announced the 
return of this splendid serge. 

G6 is only obtainable from 
Bernards and will wear better, 
look smarter and provide a 
warmer uniform than any 
other serge. 

Place your order for a G6 
Heavy Serge Uniform today 
and prove for yourself that 
THERE IS NO SERGE LIKE G6. 


C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD 

NAVAL AND CIVILIAN TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 

6-8 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Telephone 4403 

Other Branches at: CHATHAM. DEVONPORT, Head Office .' 

WETMOUTH, FALMOUTH. MILFORD HAVEN. ■> a n mm* I «< U 
NEWCASTLE-under-LYME. DEAL. SKEGNESS. rlHIl TV IWI1 
GRIMSBY. WETHERBY. LONDONDERRY, ______ 

HELENSBURGH. ROTHESAY. ROSYTH, DUN- ESSEX 
FERMLINE. INVERGORDON. GIBRALTAR. 

SUEMA & VALETTA (MALTA). LOSSIEMOUTH. 

ARBROATH. ABBOTSINCH, ANTHORN. 

EGLINTON. BRAWDY. KETE, HELSTON. 

CORSHAM. & WORTHY DOWN 



Telephone 880 

Member! of the I.N.T.A. 











kfl ? ' % HS£7r?/ A < 


PORTSMOUTH NAVY NEWS 


Command News 


H.M.S. STARLING would like to apply. Admission is by 

HERE WE arc again. After a rather only. 

wet summer leave, we arc back once Tickets. which arc free, arc obtain- 
more cleaving the blue waters of the •“’jc n-rnn me Chaplain, H.M.S. Siskin, 
Solent. Ironically enough, the first ”* 

week after leave was gloriously warm 
and sunny, and on a few occasions 
"hands to bathe" was piped. We even 
filled our port sponson with water and 
so earned the unique title of being the 
only warship in the British Navy with 
a built-in swimming pool. The weather, 
however, soon degenerated into some- 
for a share when we see if they do find thing more typically English, and we 
anything. were glad that we had “made hay 

We carried 20 C.C.F. cadets of dif- whi ! sl lhc sun shone." 
ferent schools during our lime in Scot- Since then we have entertained class 
land, and whalers were -sent ashore | upon class of sea cadets. They were 
with them and the ship’s company on 
every possible occasion. TI.. 
went up and down like yo-yos on 
clastic strings, and the pipe "hands to 
dinner" seemed to be almost always 
coupled with "clear the lower deck, 
man the whaler falls." 

The local fishermen did us very well. 

The wardroom looked after the fisher¬ 
men. The fishermen gave the canteen 
manager fish. The canteen manager 

then sold the fish to the wardroom at. . , 

3d. apiece! in the United Services hockey trials. 


(contd.) 


3fn JHemortam 

J. C. L. COOK, A.B., P/SSX 
8713*0, H.M.S. Comus, Died 
September 15,1954. 

B. Donaghy, A/L. Sea. P/SSX 
857199, H.M.S. Vanguard, died 
September 19,1954. 


H.M.S. GAMECOCK 
NUNEATON 

1833 and 1844 R.N.V.R. Squadrons 

1833 and 1844 R.N.V.R. Squadrons, 
based at Bramcotc. have just com¬ 
pleted their longest flights, namely 
from Bramcotc. staying at I.ce-on- 
Solent overnight, then on to Halfar, 
Malta. G.C.. the following day. The 
Squadrons left Bramcotc on Septem¬ 
ber 3. returning on September 16 after 
completing their annual training. As 
before staled, these arc the longest 
flights that these two squadrons have 
made to date. 


guard would sally forth to the fields 
beating "Retreat” as a warning that 
it was time for all peasants to leave 
the fields for the safety of the walled 
town or village. It was the custom for 
all to gather in the square to sing a 
hymn and lower the standard. It is 
from this ancient custom that we 
derive the ceremony of our elaborate 
beating of "Retreat," in which a trace 
of the ancient custom still remains. 

Gliding 

After much planning and hard work 
a Gliding Club has been formed at 
Bramcotc. and the committee under 


-..i I tended with fatherly care by A.B. jjJjT Jd^Ki 

The whalers Vardy. and they left us with a much scn|c i . vere . 

more nautical outlook on life. Medway Tow. 

The ships company have been Rjdj ng _ portsr 
roused into almost unbelievable cn- -phe old cor 
thusiasm with the advent of the soccer parade grounc 
season, and we have provided a fair marines (Rea 
proportion of the Squadron's soccer, Fawkes) the i 
rugby and hockey teams. We arc now h m 5 Dolph 
trying to organise some fixtures for Fifth Submarit 
our own teams. Lieut. Stark, our navi- j»j ZC y) and the 
gator, has been chosen to take part Dolnhin (Cdr 
in the United Services hockey trials. Tw 0 distine 
and Lieut. Leppard has been selected were Admir-il 
to play for the United Services 1st XV <j cnl „f 
rugby against London Irish on Sep- Vice-Admiral 
lember 18 Flag ofticcr s ! 

lwo weeks ago we took part in a Fourth Sea I 
seaward defence exercise, near Yar- Admiralty, 
mouth. Isle of Wight. As night fell we During the 
settled down to watch a film, only to visited subma 
be roughly disturbed by two fast Blockhouse, sa 
patrol boats bombarding us with and visited ll 
potatoes. In our surprise we were able tower where 
to launch only a very feeble counter- demonstrating 
offensive, but we seek consolation in niques. They a 
the fact that they probably had to do chapel of St. / 
without Sunday dinner for (heir pains. Comrades Ass 
The exercise was designed to test the laid up after a 
defences of Portsmouth against attack In the even 
from the sea. All would-be assailants assembled for 
seemed to be checked quite effectively welcomed by 
and the experience was quite valuable, a review of 
Next week we shall be cruising down Admiral Fawk 
to the West Country again, with a Mr. Irwin Ch: 
navigational course, so let’s hope the Portsmouth Bi 
prediction of a late summer material- of the local 
•scs. Moth propose 

Tel. A. S. Cook Friends." and 


Guard and Band the chairmanship of Lieut.-Cdr. H. A. 

The guard, under the command of Monk, D.S.M. and bar, R.N., has 
Licut.fE.) R. E. Needham, Second obtained three gjiders, a primary and 
Officer of the guard Commissioned lwo others. It is expected that the 
Airman J. Martin. R.N.. and the Band, membership of the club will be limited 
conducted by Bandmaster W. Saun- to about 50 members, 
ders. beat "Retreat" at the Com- R.P.O. R. W. Bennett 

bined Services Tattoo at Birmingham 

on September 7 and 8 . Very few people - 

really know how the ceremony came „ . vr .., n 

into being. This ceremony is the oldest *■“**•*• si. Arvur. 1.0 

military ceremony in existence. Long THE “FORT." as many who have 
ago when the English countryside was passed through Grand Harbour. Malta, 
the hunting ground of lawless bands of will know, is a historic reminder of a 
robbers and cut-throats, all towns and grand and glorious chapter of Maltese 
villages were walled and each had its history, when the Knights of the Order 
own military garrison, whose job it of St. John ruled, and successfully 
was to escort the peasants to and from withstood the might of Turkish aggres- 
tlieir fields and to guard the towns in sion. More recently 63 direct hits by 
general. At night, before sunset, the German bombs failed to destroy it. a 

tribute to the skill of those medieval 
architects. 

Today. Fort St. Angelo plays an 
equally important role in the naval 
sphere. It proudly wears the flag of 
the Flag Officer Malta, and is the home 
depot of the Malta Port Division, deal¬ 
ing in this respect with all Maltese 
recruiting, drafting and advancement. 
More recently St. Angelo has also be¬ 
come responsible for selecting and 
entering limited numbers of suitable 
Maltese youths on United Kingdom 
Continuous Service engagements, 
these keen lads being passed on to 
H.M.S. Ganges after “kitting up" and 
some initial training. 

On May 3 this year the Malta Port 
Division were accorded the great 
honour of providing the royal guard 
for the arrival of Her Majesty The 
Ouccn. and proved to be a credit to 
H.M.S. St. Angelo and the Malta Port 
Division. 

In the sporting world. St. Angelo 
also has a proud record. Our Hamilton 
Cup crews brought in their whalers 
first and second throughout the past 
season. We also retained the Johnson 
Cup for the sixth year in succession, 
the team completing the gruelling relay 
race around Grand Harbour in a 
record time of 20 minutes 36 seconds. 
Our cross-country runners finished a 
comfortable first in Inter-Establish¬ 
ments race earlier this year. In the 
Inter-Establishments Athletics and 
Aquatic Sports we had hard luck. los¬ 
ing both by one point, and our water- 
polo team finished second in the 
table to Royal Naval Barracks. Cam- 
arata. the eventual Fleet champions. 
The soccer season opens soon, and we 
hope to improve on last season’s suc¬ 
cesses. 

Royal Life Saving Society classes 
have been well attended this season. 
Divisional competition is helping to 
keep enthusiasm at a high pitch : so far 
St. Angelo has secured 70 awards, and 
sve hope soon to be adding another cup 
and shield to our trophy store. 

"W. A. D." 


H.M.S. PHCENIX 

WORK HARD—play hard," a say- 


VVMltif. 

Chon 


Throughout life, everyone faces the 
possibility of changes in health, in 
fortune, in family commitments. 

Our business has been based on 
helping foreseeing folk to plan their 
future financial position. 


Music llalli Cliarms 


i»v H. H. Kniglil 


All Naval Personnel should apply 
for our SPECIAL SCHEME FOR SUPPLE¬ 
MENTARY PENSIONS. Advantages 
include :— 


PENSION AT 65: ALTERNA¬ 
TIVE CASH OPTION : FAMILY 
PROTECTION : OPTIONS ON 
LEAVING SERVICE: NO 
PREMIUMS AFTER AGE 55, Etc. 

Write (stating date of birth) for 
favourable premiums, payable by 
Naval Allotment, to :— 


PROVIDENT 

ASSOCIATION 

OF LONDON 


H..M5. REDPOLE 
WE SEEM to have done very well 
out of our qualifying navigators this 
summer. As usual, we cruised in the 
Western Isles, but in fine weather, 
nobly entertained by the natives. We 
met the Tobermory Spanish galleon 
salvage team and laid some buoys for 
them; now we ate waiting to smack in 


PROVIDENT HOUSE 
246 BISHOPSGATE 
LONDON : : E.C.2 

Telephone BIShopsgate 5786 


l)o you think we should tell Sir Malcolm and his boys it’s Rounds this morning' 














SITUATIONS VACANT 

A.C. COSSOR LTD. icquirc marine radar ser¬ 
vice cn*inccr* and invite applications from cx- 
naval radar maintenance staff; Mutable men will 
be aiven training (with pay). The service depart¬ 
ment H based in London Nit. in addition, there 
are vacancies in M>mc of the principal United 
Kingdom port*. Salary after training. £500 per 
annum.—Apply the Manager. Equipment Ser¬ 
vicing Department. A.C. C»***or Ltd.. Canterbury 
Grove. Wcat Norwood. London. S.fc.27. 
SECURITY GUARDS urgently required owing 
to expansion of business. Ex-Service men. aged 
35-55 for night work. Applicant.* must be lit and 
reside in London area. Good pay. free uniform, 
pension. welfare: fidelity bond.—Write giving 
particular* past employment to Box 14. 


TRADK 

DO YOU DESIRE HOUSE OWNERSHIP? 
Why pay excessive rent? House purchase with 
endowment assurance with reduced premium* 
by naval allotment ensure* security for the 
luturc.—Write for full particular* without obli¬ 
gation to S. V. Norri*. "Gwrnlyn." Bccchwood 
Avenue. Watcrloovillc. Hant*. 


FOR SALK 

\USTIN A40. 1951. 28.000 mile*: one owner; 
£475. — Licut.-Cdr. Barrow. 6 Garden Street. 
Chatham. Phone 4063. 

ARIEL. 350 c.c. 1947 motor-cycle: £60: bargain. 
—Apply Norman Fox Ltd.. Pctcrslicld. 
BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW overlooking Furze 
Creek. 30ft. lounge plu* 12ft. dining-room; 4 
bedroom*. 2 bathnxum. delightful kitchen; 
laundry with Bendix. refrigerator, modern 
cooker, central heating, clothes storage. loft, 
garage, srcenbousc. water softener. xunNind*. 
etc.: line garden: £5.950. — Detail*. L. P. 
Worger. F.*q., Sanctuary. Bosham Hoc. 
SHOW Siamese and Persutn stud* available, 
end kitten* usually for sale.—-"Scvcnoakn." Cow- 
plain. Hant*. 

MORRIS 8. two-door. 1938. black; good con¬ 
dition; £125.—Phone Wot Mcon 295. 


CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISEMENTS 


Classified Advertisements may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Polden Ltd., Nelson House, 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as well 
as at tlie Royal Naval Barracks. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

Private Advertisements, 2d. per word ; 
minimum. 2s. 

Trade Advertisements 4d. per word; 
minimum. 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Box Number, 9d. extra. 


ACCOMMODATION 
MALLOW GUEST HOUSE. 82 Whitwcll Road. 
Southsca. Special term* October 1st to March 
31st. 1955. Bed and brcakfa*t and evening din¬ 
ner with full board on Sunday*, only 50*. per 
week per head for families of Naval personnel. 
Children welcome. 

SUPERIOR board rc*idencc in good district of 
South*ca. well-appointed accommodation and 
good food.—Mr*. Brook*. "Castclnau." Merton 
Road. Southsca. 

BED AND BREAKFAST. 8*. 6d per day.-8 
Grove Road North. Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with u*c of bath- 
r«»om and kitchen; no children: £2 inclusive.— 
13 Bay Road. Alvcrstokc. Gosport. 

I WO DOUBI>: and two single bedroom* to let 
with board.—92 Wavcrlcy Road. Southsca. 
TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with u*c of kit¬ 
chen and bathroom.—21 Pain* Road. Southsca. 


TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, share kitchen. 
No children. 42*. inclusive. — 138 Devonshire 
Avenue. Southsca. 

BEI)-SI FITNG• ROOM with gas ring. etc. Also 
bcd*ittin*-room with kitchenette. Terms moder¬ 
ate.—10 Worthing Road. Southsca. 

TO LET, lumished detached house in Mcon 
Valley; 4 bedroom*, garage and garden: all 
ekctric: telephone; 14 gnv monthly.—Apply L. 
Westbrook. South llill. Droxford. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS. u*c of bath and 
kitchen. No children. £2 per week inclusive.— 
51 Clovclly Road. Southsca. 

HOUSE TO LET furnished for two year* from 
end November; 5 bedroom*. 3 reception rooms, 
large garage and storage space: good garden 
with orchard. AL*o for sale, cooking apple*, any 
quantity. 3d. per lb. delivered m Southsca and 
Gosport by arrangement. Ok! fashioned, but very 
efficient warning machine, small maim wircle**. 
small billiard table and accessories. Mobo pony 
and other toys.—Apply Fanshawc. "Holmc*- 
ficld." The Avenue. Farcham. Phone 2162. 
SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION for naval 
couple in large house situated in residential dis¬ 
trict facing Cowcv—Marco. “Green Shutters." 
Monscrat. Lcc-on-Solcm. 

GOOD ACCO.M.MODATION.—13 Union Street. 
Portsea. 

FURNISHED front double bed-sitting-room; 
use of bathroom and kitchen; 3tb. per week.—1 
Church Road. Alvcrstokc. Gosport. Phone Gos¬ 
port 8465 

BED-SITTING-ROOM and kitchenette: u*e of 
bathroom: 45*. per week inclusive.—Phone Port*, 
mouth 32891. 

TWO comfortable furnished rooms (twin beds), 
own kitchen, linen and cutlery supplied, bath* 
and light inclusive. 38s. 6d. per week; suit quiet 
couple. Sorry, unsuitable for children.—Mm. 
V. M. Sanderson. 57 Copythorn Road. Co poor. 
Portsmouth. 


FURNISHED FLAT with use of telephone and 
garage: 4 gm. per week inclusive: no children.— 
"St. Anne’s." Southampton Road (main). Pauls- 
grovc. Cosham. 

BOARD RESIDENCE; garage available; terms 
moderate.—4 Madden Clo*e. Alvcrstokc. Gos¬ 
port. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with central heat¬ 
ing and constant hot water; u*c of kitchen (own 
cooker) and bathroom; no children.—17 Devon 
Road. Copnor. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with u*c of kit¬ 
chen and bathroom; £2 per week inclusive; no 
children.—20 Ihurhcrn Road. North End. 
TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with u*c of kit¬ 
chen and bathroom: no children; 2 gnx. per 
week inclusive.—72 Grayshott Road. Southsca. 
ACCOMMODATION with u*e of bathroom: 
mcah if desired; no children.—16 Lowcay Road. 
Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with use of kit¬ 
chen and bathroom: 30s. per week inclusive.— 
64 Abcrdarc Avenue. E. Cosham. 

FURNISHED FLAT with me of bathroom; long 
let preferred: 31 gm. per week.—4 Elmhurst 
Road. Gosport. 

FURNISHED FLAT. self-contained. own 
meters; 55*. per wreck.—Phone Portsmouth 6840. 
TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let.—18 Nelson 
Road. Land port. 

TWO FURNISHED FRONT ROOMS with u*c 
of kitchen and bathroom: no children.—37 Hey- 
shott Road. Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS with use of kit¬ 
chen and bathroom: no children.—23 Rowlands 
Avenue. Waterloovillc. 

FURNISHED FLATS to let from end of Octo¬ 
ber.—Apply Mr. E. D. Short. 15 Market Street. 
Newbury, Berk*. 

FURNLSllED BED-SITTING-ROOM with 
h. A e.: 35*. per week. Also bed-sitting-room 
with n«c of kitchen and bathroom 32s. per week. 
—I Ta*wcll Road. South*ea. 

BOARD/LODGING accommodation. — 74 St. 
Andrew'* Road. Southsca. 

ACCOMMODATION with cooking facilities for 
periods of 3 to 8 month*.—I Beach Road. Souib- 
*ea. 

BOARD/LODGINGS for one.—24 Fieldmorc 
Road. Gosport. 


FURNISHED FLAT, no children. 45s per week. 
— 14 Rmgwood Road. Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS: no restrictions.— 
122 Westfield Road. Southsca 
TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let.—35 Gat- 
combe Avenue. Copnor. 

BED-SI mSG ROOM with use of kitchen and 
bathroom; 30*. per week.—65 Mafeking-road. 
Portsmouth. 

BED AND BREAKFAST. 10*. 6d.: board resi¬ 
dence 16 *. 6d. per day; reduction for period*: 
very comfortable: well recommended.—Mr. and 
Mrs. S. O. Felton. 25 St. Rerun's Road. South- 
sea. Phone 31776. 

TO LET. in the country. 2| mile* from South- 
wick. 'mall furnished bedroom, suit lady; every 
conscnicncc; moderate term*.—Phone If amble- 
don 25. 

TO LET. two furnished room*, use of kitchen 
and bathroom; no children.—224 Devonshire 
Avenue. Southsca. 

TO LET. furnished ground-floor flat, self-con¬ 
tained. in Southsca: linen and cutlery if required. 
I—Phone Havant 800. 

FULL BOARD in residential part of Gosport; 
reasonable term*, with special reductions for 
children under 12 years.—20 Ashburton Road. 
Stokes Bay. Alvcrstokc. Phone Gosport 8620. 
TWO furnished room*, gas and light inclusive: 
35*. per week: any evening.—318 Fawcett Road. 
Southsca. 

FURNISHED accommodation, board residence, 
reasonable term*; garage space available: suit¬ 
able for Pakistan naval personnel; house con¬ 
veniently situated for bu* route*.—Mr*. V. V. 
Anderson. 53 West Street. Portchcster. 

TWO comfortable furnished bedroom* and 
sitting-room to let; reasonable term*; can be 
viewed at any time. — Mrs. M. Hurley. 17 
Beatrice Road. Southsca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS to let; completely 
redecorated: sharing kitchen and bathroom; rea¬ 
sonable terms. — Mr*. L. Mitchcncr. 24 Mc>- 
rick Road. North End. 

TO l-ET. two partly furnished rooms or fur- 
rushed bcd-sit;ing-r«H>m in Rowlands Castle. 
Every consideration given to suitable tenant*.— 
Mr*. Yalden. 70 Whichcrs Gate Road. Row¬ 
lands Castle. 
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Society for the Prevention of Cruelty ' 
to Sailors when the show is seen on 
television. 

Tons of luck to the cast with the 
hopes that they see many pink ele¬ 
phants on the night of Friday, October 
22, at Wembley. London. 

The Bird 


H.M.S. BOXKR 

ON SEPTEMBER I, H.M.S. Boxer 
entered No. 14 Beauty Parlour for her 
annual face-lift and prettying up. Con¬ 
sequently, we arc now enmeshed by 
scaffolding, cables and compressed-air 
pipes, daubed in red lead and silverine, 
deafened by windy hammers and 
blinded by oxy-acctylenc burners. Our 
“doe," resplendent in a set of new, 
shiny brass buttons, keeps an anxious 
eye on the casualty list which is kept 
down only by deft footwork in avoid¬ 
ing the undergrowth of cunningly 
placed rubber pipes. 


THE M.T. & R.E. 

Flat-out at Flathouse 
ONCE MORE the noise of lathes, 
drilling-machines, files, hammers and 
other metal torturing devices assault 
the cars of the inhabitants of the Flat- 
house Road district. The M.T. & R.E. 
arc back from leave! Bright - eyed 
mcchanicians-to-be dart with tender 
care around their shining machinery 
and the whole establishment hums 
with activity. i 

Seriously, however, the winter term 
Is now in full swing and we wish our 
departed "D” Term "happy ships and 
fair winds." The new “A" Term have 
settled down and are already shaping 
very well. 

Cricket has imperceptibly faded 
away and recreation classes arc now 
leaving with football boots slung over 
their shoulders. It is a little too early 
to forecast a good or bad season, but 
if it has anything to do with enthusi¬ 
asm, we shall have a good one. 


What we need is some form of the 
guides who directed the 12.000 people 
around H.M.S. Boxer on Navy Days. 
Whether they were on duty explaining 
(lie technical points of places like the 
Aircraft Directing Room, or merely 
helping young ladies—and others—up 
and down ladders, they all did their job 
very well, which is not an idle state¬ 
ment for it is backed up by a letter of 
appreciation (unsolicited) sent to 
Capt. Brown by a visitor. Like the testi¬ 
monials advertised by makers of wash¬ 
ing powders, the original letter may 
be seen at our office any time, if we 
can remember where it is filed. 

On Monday. September 13. H.M.S. 
Boxer gave a dance at Kimbell's ball¬ 
room. Southsca, in honour of 
H.N.M.S. Soemba, the Dutch counter¬ 
part of H.M.S. Boxer. Their visit re¬ 
turns our trip to Holland in July, 
where H.N.M.S. Soemba acted as host 
ship to us. Now it is our turn to play 
host and the dance was a main feature 
of our arrangements. 

With summer leave in August and a 
refit in September, our sea time these 
past two months has been nil. Never¬ 
theless, good use has been made of the 
enforced time in harbour—out of 
working hours, of course. 

The next scoop from H.M.S. Boxer’s 
reporter will be in the November issue, 
but right now I am fighting a losing 
battle with the windy hammers. 1 can't 
concentrate. 


In the Barracks First of June Fete 
the M.T. & R.E. provided a mechanical 
wonder in the shape of a bombing 
range in which model aircraft con¬ 
trolled by the customer released bombs 
on the fleet below. This was highly 
popular with the younger visitors. 

On September 3. a very successful 
dance was held in Kimbell's ball-room 
by the M.T. & R.E., and a good time 
was had by all. 

We bid welcome to Cdr. (E) R. H. P. 
Elvin. A.M.I.Mcch.E., R.N.. and wish 
Cdr. (E) C. C. M. Bluett. R.N., a happy 
commission in the Mediterranean. The 
latter was last seen accompanied by all 
the officers of the M.T. & R.E. in a 
barracks' bus and dressed in somewhat 
disreputable plain clothes, heading 
north out of Portsmouth! No prize is 
offered for guessing his probable 
destination on that occasion. 


tl.M.Y. BRITANNIA 

ONCE AGAIN we greet readers after 
another short tour of royal duty 
which took us over to Montreal. 
Quebec and finally Goose Bay in 
Labrador, where we embarked H.R.H. 
Tlie Duke of Edinburgh for the 
passage home. The passage out was 
uneventful enough, although towards 
the latter end we all became very ice¬ 
berg conscious. We received reports of 
hundreds of these menaces and saw 
quite a few bergs and "growlers"— 
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“growlers" are large bits which break . 
off the iceberg and rub against the 
latter, causing a growling noise. 

We • met our escort, H.M.C.S. 
Micmac. off Belle Isle, at the entrance 
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and she 
stayed with us throughout our tour 
until relieved by the cruiser H.M.C.S. 
Quebec near Goose Bay. 

Mention of Canada usually brings 
to mind a picture of wide open spaces, 
but of course it has its big cities too, 
and Montreal, our first port of call, is 
the largest. 

It is a "wide open city" as they say, 
and is full of life throughout the day 
and night The taverns bear no re¬ 
semblance to our pubs, inasmuch as 
you would not consider taking your 
wife or girl-friend into one. Would-be 
dipsomaniacs have every opportunity 
to achieve their object because the 
taverns stay open most of the night. 
The best places for a night out were 
the night clubs of which there were 
quite a number, but they were too 
expensive for most of us. 

Our Royal Canadian Navy friends at 
Donnacona made us very welcome in¬ 
cidentally, and the chief and P.Os. held 
a very good “At Home.” to which 
visiting U.S. and Argentinians and our¬ 
selves were invited. 

At least 60 of us will remember for 
a long time our visit to Molsom's 
brewery (in Montreal). We toured the 
Brewery (one of the largest in 
Canada) for about 20 minutes and then 
spent about two hours sampling the 
product. We were informed subse¬ 
quently that we had quaffed a greater 
amount per head than any previous 
party—it worked out at approximately 
a gallon per head. 

Our next stop was at Quebec, which 
we had passed cn route to Montreal. 
H.M.S. Sheffield was at Quebec when 
we arrived but left early next day. 
Quebec contrasted strongly with 
Montreal and compared roughly with 
the latter as Oxford docs to Liverpool. 
Our berth was beneath the imposing 
Chateau Frontcnac. where the Quebec 
Conference was held. It is true to say, 

I think, that Quebec is Canada's most 
historic city and full of interest to the 
tourist. Bus tours were arranged for us 
and we came away with a far better 
idea of the problems facing General 
Wolfe prior to the battle against 
Montcalm on the heights of Abraham. 
Unfortunately, we had bad weather 
throughout our stay and we were led 
to understand that there had been 
little real summer weather thus far. 

Quebec, like Montreal, and for that 
matter most other places cast of 
Montreal, is predominantly French- 
speaking and the language difficulty 
was a slight problem. The biggest 
problem, however, was a financial one. 

Our next and final stop was at 
Goose Bay. and we were really up in 
the backwoods there, although the 
whine of jet engines overhead did 
strike a contradictory note. The whole 
area is in process of development and 
has a "boom town” atmosphere about 
it. Quite a township has been created 
out of the wilderness and it includes a 
school, married quarters and the usual 
canteens. Although our stay was brief 
we were soon on chummy terms with 
the Service men ashore and we 
probably provided at least a few of 
them with the best laugh they had en¬ 
joyed for some time when we played 
the local ace softball team. Our know¬ 
ledge of the game was scant to say 
the least and we undoubtedly broke 
every rule in the book. However, 
thanks to our hockey and cricket 
background, we managed to smite 
“home runs" with ease, and in fact we 


Navy News Crossword—No. 4 

A prize of £1 Is. will be given for the first eon-eel solution lo be 
opened on October 21 
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GLUES ACROSS 4. Not necessarily rotter number one (4) 

1. "Cop All's Ear. Fop" (anas.) (2 words. 8. 5) 5. A wave motion come* back to town (Medi- 

10. Can be caught, missed or held (5) trrranean wave?) (4) 

11. Relating to the sun (5) 6. Chase around (5) 

12. A serious card? (7) 7. Measures. In fillies it seem* (4) 

16. A live animal in a dead tongue (3) 8. Grape* shorten (anag.MI3) 

17. A humbler animal (3) 9. 15. .Seventeenth century lighter* (3 word*. 

19. Protection against an airborne ••weapon"? 10. 3. 9) 

^ 13. One In eight doe* (2 word*. 4. 5) 

L, '*• rnav reek, and »iih a container and 

2? - Oeon«nh«l loeaiton threaded »ould he n0 ihin« cKr jt , ouM N (J) 

g- ££?("• j fr ft** 1 , <» »: JcIHfled'at 1 Wimbledon Tti 

SWfeTJISrAffi may * -aken „ g; 

37. Mounted cccotl (or the coroner? (5) S' wriMamp" (l)*’ 

3S. Pi nr ally (and vulgarly) known by (hove who 4, ivin MiKiiand lormrriv rsi 
-Know their way around" (5) t.'- tni!l * nd - t 0 "”" 1 * <5 > 

”■ w.mhT 't? R "' d 10 ,hC U, “" '* & 31 Geographical location in .he Indian 
word.. 6. 3. 4. 7) Ocean (2 wordc. 4. 5) 

CLUBS DOWN 34. Ilowl (4) 

2. A confined youns animal haa thi« name (4) 35. Por cooking in Coventry? 14) 

3. Pu«h in a plunger <5> 36. A Idler in a Idler Iv whitoh in colour <4> 

The winner of the Crossword Competition for September was P.O./Steward 
II. S. Baker, 2 Mess, II..M_S. Starling, to whom a cheque for one guinea has 
been sent. 


did win the mutch by a narrow margin. 
In all fairness to our opponents, how¬ 
ever. it must be admitted that the 
result would probably have been quite 
different had they not loaned us a 
pitcher and catcher and interpreted the 
rules so generously for us. 

At this stage, mention must be made 
of the royal yacht band, which 
entertained hundreds of spectators at 
all our ports of call by carrying out 
the beating of "Retreat" ceremony. 
There can be no doubt that the folks 
who witnessed the ceremony were 
much impressed by what they saw. The 
band also entertained large crowds 
from the bandstand adioining the 
Chateau Frontcnac at Quebec, and en¬ 
joyed an enthusiastic reception. 

It was at Goose Bay that H.R.H. 
The Duke of Edinburgh embarked for 
the passage home after a very full pro¬ 
gramme. The weather was very bad for 
the first half of our passage, which was 
particularly unfortunate because no 
doubt His Royal Highness had been 
looking forward to a restful trip after 
his energetic tour. We finally arrived 
at Aberdeen where His Royal Highness 
received a great ovation from wailing 
crowds before departing to join Her 
Majesty The Queen at Balmoral. 

K. L. Dudley 


Spotli»hton Howe Group 

The Cookery School is at present 
in "deep mourning" for some reason 
and the instructors arc garbed in 
sackcloth and ashes. But they should 
be proud of their pupils abroad in 
Warrior. During the period engaged 
in evacuating Vietnamese they did 
very well indeed and soon appreciated 
the way in which their guests liked 
their rice cooked. 

Last month saw the exodus of the 
Stationery Store from the Dental 
Block to “C" Block, where service 
continues .without the traditional 
"Under New Management" notice. 

The Pay Offices arc a hubbub of 
excitement as the new quarter begins 
with the introduction of the loose-leaf 
ledger account system. At the end of 
each quarter from now on every man 
will he presented with his pay state¬ 
ment. The idea is a good one and 
should enlighten many. These state¬ 
ments should be kepi in the man's 
S43A for six months, after which he 
may frame it or do whatever he 
wishes with it. 

N.B.—The "Spotlight" will next be 
on Frobisher Group (Engine Room 
Branch). D. G. B. 
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"sporty" wicket. After being soundly tween two aspects of the game, have Training during the week is rather 
beaten by Maiden Newton, honour been carried out by a number of an individual effort, and members in 
was restored in the post-game "dis- people, but in most eases individually, various ships and establishments have 
cussion" in the skittle-alley of the Several ships possess sets of weights, to get together among themselves and 
"White Lion." The Inter-Part Cricket and small groups of enthusiasts have fix up what they can. according to 
Shield was won this year, after two got together to indulge in the sport. duties, etc. This winter, however, it 
previous unsuccessful efforts, by the A weight-lifting club was formed in is the intention to have indoor training 
chief petty officers and petty officers. H.M.S. Collingwood about a year ago. a ' the Royal Naval School of P. and 
The weather, combining with the and is now flourishing with a member- R.T.. under the direction of C.P.O. 
poor surface of our tennis courts, ship of some 30 to 40. At present mem- Johnson, who has recently attended the 
damped the enthusiasm of many of our bers arc concentrating on body build- Loughborough College coaching 
would-be Drobnys. Five matches in ing. but efforts arc being made to form course, and this training is available 
all were played, two against Bryanston a competitive weight-lifting team to for track and field event athletes, as 
School masters. Osprey losing 4—5; take on some of the local lifters. well as long-distance men. It is not 

two against R.A.C. Bovington also Royal Navy personnel who arc sufficient to come out in April or May 
resulting in two defeats. 1—6 and 5— 6 . interested can join one of the local with a pair of spikes and expect to run 
The defeat of the Staffordshire Regi- gymnasiums, the best-known being a .100 yards in It) seconds, nor throw 
menl (T.A.) 6 —0 saved us from a win- Bob Woolgcrs. at Soulhsca and a javelin 180 feet: the man who trains 
less season. Cosham. If any information is desired, for 52 weeks of the year is the one w ho 


THE EFFECT OF THE GENERAL I future matches. With our 

SERVICE COMMISSION ON 
SPORT IN THE HOME FLEET 
UNTIL THE General Service Com¬ 
mission is in full swing the traditional 
Home Fleet sports competitions arc 
going to be difficult to arrange and. 
even then, much of the old pattern 
will be shattered when ships from 
abroad return to the United Kingdom, 
perhaps in the middle of a cruise or a 
sports season and. conversely, ships 
leave in the middle of a competition. 

Faced w ith this problem in the Home 
Fleet, it has been necessary to re¬ 
arrange the sports organisation and in 
such a manner as to allvw for the vari¬ 
ous movements and the different classes 
of ships especially considering the 
likely absence of heavy ships for sonic 
time to come. 

In the future, therefore, two levels 
for sport arc being adopted: 

(al Unit (Inter-Ship or Group), 
where the Fleet is divided into 
"units." i.e., existing squadrons 
and other ships or groups of 
ships of the same approximate 
strength, and 

(b) Heel (Inter - Unit), where the 
“units" having previously held 
their ow n inter-ship competitions 
engage each other in a knock¬ 
out form of competition. 

Generally speaking, preference will 
be given to the former so that when 
grounds and iecreation.il facilities be¬ 
come available, the various ships' 
games are not continually crowded out 
bv the "big matches." although the 
opportunity of a needle Fleet match 
will not be missed when circumstances 
make it possible. 

Sports competitions are being 
organised on a Cruise basis and open 
only to those units present at the lime 
of the competition. Also, to give units 
some direct voice in sports proceedings, 
a Home 1 leet Central Sports Commit¬ 
tee has been formed which is to meet 
prior to the end of each Cruise, with 
the object of planning activities on a 
basis agreeable to all for the follow¬ 
ing Cruise. 

Whilst it is desirable to cover the 
whole range of sports activities during 
a year, this is unlikely to occur owing 
to shortage of grounds, infrequent op¬ 
portunities for gumes-playing and in-., - 

sufficient time when the Fleet is to- ,n * . ,l r “ ns . ln tho hol ? r - .. 
nether as a whole. However, it is hoped " c L ,rm g °* « hc season, the chiel pelt 


‘inclined" 

pitch we have the advantage over visit¬ 
ing teams this rainy weather in know¬ 
ing the direction of the tide for the 
kick-off. 

Swimming 

The uncstablishcd area at Hyden 
Wood, which we hope will one day be 
our main football ground, continues 
to make slow but sure progress. Future 
“stone-raking working parties" will be 
issued with flippers and water-wings! 

Forthcoming Event 
October 1.—The Admiral Com¬ 
manding Reserves inspects divisions. 


COMBINED SERVICES v. A.A.A. 
THE NAVY athletes made their last 
appearance of the season when they 
formed part of the Combined Services 
team versus the A.A.A. at Hull on 
September II. 

Their performances were as follows: 
Weight.- First: Sgt. Savidge, 53 ft. 
II in. 

linens. — Second: Sgt. Sasidge, 
151 ft. II in. 

Javelin. —Second: CpI. Williams. 
166 ft. 6 in. 

High ■ Jump. — Third: Sub-Lieut. 
Pattinson. 5 ft. 8 in. 

Long Jump.— Fourth: I..S. Glover. 
21 ft. II in. 

J.OOO Metres.— Fourth: L.R.E.M. 
Moorhead. 9 min. 48.8 see. 

Hammer. — First: A.A. Valentine. 
178 ft. 7 in. (record). 

Sgt. Savidge is due to leave the 
Service in October. He will be sadly 
missed. 

This is also the opportunity to say 
farewell to P.O.S.M. Ellick. likewise 
due to leave the Service in October. 
He will be remembered by many as the 
starter at naval and first-class civilran 
athletic meetings. 


challenge, usprey was well represented mand. w ith Saturday fixtures against I'm. is. 'i . a r. i ,i 
in the Weymouth Regatta in races for i other Service and civilian clubs. Ever Easterbrook. R.M.. 
Service boats. Surg. Lieut. R. Coles, since that time, with a break during though he might ha\ 
R-i*'V-R ■ got a first anJ a second. pa n of the war years, the same club competed in the 

The most interesting event of the has kept going, and continues to pro- hc refrained from sc 
season was O.prey s own sailing vide first-class facilities for an\ officer ''rained tendon A 
regatta for a trophy presented by Cam or m an who wishes to run over the wanted, to rest he I 
Vi. ‘ ,.' N ; Btdlour. D S C .. K.N. country , or on the road. (hampionships. Ilu 

Through the kindness ol the Home Originally known as the Portsmouth Aldrich. R.M.. nu. 

Fleet I raining Squadron, the SecondCommand Roval Naval and Royal Marine tram. I he 
Training Squadron and the Second Marine Cross-Country and Athletic consists ol Lieut. (E 
Submarine Squadron in lending their Club, the name has now been modified ' ord: 1 , 
boats, heats of six boats over three lo R oyu | Naval Athletic Club (South), hyerston; and Sub-1 
days enabled some 4ii helmsmen to to s j gn jf y ,| u ,t it, boundaries are not la,,cr undergou 
take part. Ihe tropin was won by fixed by command limits, but that ib i . • 

I ieut. E. J. Sebborn. K.N. The last members can be drawn from any naval . ICU, ‘!, , 

event ol the season comprises three establishments from Ford in the east who iW.m> well las 
races for the Portland Sailing I ropliy. , 0 Yeovil in the west able, the learn wot 

repeatedly postponed by the absence j A full fixture list for the present sea- engineers, a great O 

ol either the Home Fleet Training son leaves only one Saturday free 
Squadron or H.M.S. Maidstone. (December 25). and includes matches . 1 "5 llvc ^ents 

From reflections on ihe past we turn | again „ all the Hampshire civilian 'booting at 28 ya 
to hopes for the future: clubs and several from Sussex. The ™ n , n, "S ov . cr -! 1,1 

Daring the summer, squash came al- Metropolitan Police have been oppon- including jumping: 
most to a Standstill. However in August cnls f or m ost of the club's existence. s, yj£ > ards i 
a spate of activity was produced when 1 a nd another first-class opponent is the rhc expense of 
keener members painted out the court Milocarian Club. I earns arc entered in man > » ava !S°‘ 
in readiness lor the new season. The county championships, the South of However, it is beet 
first real action took place on Monday . : Thames. Southern and National P°P u,ar - so " you 
September 13 in the form of an | Championships, where the leading >' our ! 'P" r, . s offlccr 
American tournament. Surg. Lieut- dubs from other parts of the country natural swimmer ai 
< dr. Let lereq was in the lead when arc found, so that any naval man in l ' Csl , el ' as ,,le ° ,h ' 
time ran out. J the local club has the chance to run Practice. 

In soccer, owing lo the usual yveek- against the best in the land. - 

end difficulties in raising a team. The first home course was based on IIOWF ( 

Osprey has withdrawn from the Dorset Fort Widley, then an improved course ... . * 

League. We are. however, well rep- was al Wymering Race Course (now luuppty and 

resented in the mid-week Inter-Services hidden under houses), then from Lee- WITH THE adver 
l eague, where we hope to improve on on-Solent aerodrome, where several cording to the calc 
Iasi season, when we finished In the roads had to be crossed, until finally summer). Howe C 
seventh position. Now that our ground the best possibile facilities were hockey teams have 
is in commiss : on for Inter-Part fixtures ! obtained in the grounds of H.M.S. soccer team beat 1 
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one win is recorded. There is a very 
active supporters' club with a member¬ 
ship of over 100 . 

At the time of going to press the 
P.Os.’ team is top of the Inter-Divi¬ 
sional Football League and looks like 
staying there. 

The 1st XV rugby is showing great 
promise and won the first match of the 
season against R.N.B. 19-9. 

The ship's hockey team started off 
well with a 3-0 victory against Daeda¬ 
lus. and in the Inter-Divisional League 
there is a close struggle for first place 
between the officers and the Petty 
officers. 

Inter-Establishment sporting activi¬ 
ties really get under way next month, 
and cross-country running and boxing 
will start at Dryad. 

Dryad has six entries for the Ports¬ 
mouth Command Novices champion¬ 
ships. 


Insurance Facilities lor Service Men 

for unbilled and jratuitous advice 
unquestionable security 
choice of beat market* 
efficient claim* service 
every satisfaction 

C. H. RANSOM, Incorporated Insurance Broker 
78/79. FEARl BUILDINGS. PORTSMOUTH 
Te/ephone/Tefef romi: Portsmouth 710S0 


tinues to be a good testing ground for 
some of our untried players, and results 
in this league have so far proved quite 
encouraging. 

Hockey 

With plenty of keen players in Mer¬ 
cury. we are looking forward to a good 
season, and especially to the Intcr- 
Establishmcnt Knock-Out. A 3—0 win 
in our first match was a good boost to 
morale for the start of the season. 

Rugby 

We have managed to get together a 
team, and although lacking in the finer 
techniques, lack nothing in ability to 
continue striving. We lost the first 
match of the season 20 — 6 . but with 
more experience and tactics it is hoped 
to reduce considerably this margin in 


WEIGHT-LIFTING IN THE 
ROYAL NAVY 

WEIGHT LIFTING! To the un¬ 
initiated. this word conjures up the 
picture of massive individuals in 
ieopard-skin tights ponderously heav¬ 
ing enormous weights overhead. To¬ 
day this picture could not be further 
from the truth. 

In the last few years weight lifting 
has become a streamlined sport and 
the use of weights has become a recog¬ 
nised form of training in the whole 
sporting sphere. The A.A.A. has issued 
schedules of training for all forms of 
athletics, and many of the world's 
foremost sportsmen now make use of 
weights. 

In the Royal Navy weight lifting and 
weight training, to differentiate bc- 

Puhlhhcd h\ Navy Newv Committee. Ro>al Nav»l barracks Pommmrth. an.l Prime.I by Cate and Polden. Lid., at their Wellington Press. Aldershot. Ilanl 
AoviRiru mi si Misuau: ( ale A Polden. I Id . Ideal H.noe. Argyll Street. London, w.l. Tel. Gcrrard 4171 


There arc a considerable number of vacancies at Harwell for cx-Roy.il Navy 
personnel, or those to be released during 1954-55. especially in the follow ing classes: 

ENGINE ROOM ARTIFICERS 

ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS (INSTRUMENT AND RADIO) 
ORDNANCE ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICIANS 
Other Tradesmen arc required and should apply. 

There are also vacancies for both men and women for Resident Catering and 
Hostel posts. Process Work. Security Watchkccping. Laboratory Attendants, etc. 
Further details arc set out in the booklet "Careers in Atomic Energy" which can- 
be obtained from the address below, or from the Rc-Scttlcmcnt Officer. Royal 
Naval Barracks, Portsmouth. 

Senior Labour Managfr, A.E.R.E.. Harwell. Didcot, Berks. 


